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PEDIGREE    OF    THE    EGERTON    AND    DONE    FAMILIES. 

DONE     DESCENT. 


EGERTON     DESCENT. 


jS^deHj 


Egebton  =f=  Cicely,  dau.  of  Randic  tie  Thornton. 


.  EGERTON  =p  Margaret,  dau.  of  Richard  de  Wrenbuty. 


'.  EgERTON  -fc=   ISABELL.  d 


'  Egerton,  ob.  13th  Edw.  1 


^t^ 


■,  dau.  of  Sir  John  Fitlon,  Kt- 
dau.  nf  Willinm  Mamwaring.  Esq. 


Done,  Forester  of  ihe 


=  JOHAl 


r  Utkinglon  4j=  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Sir  Hugh  Veiiables,  Ki. 


'  Uikington  *=  Marv,  d 


HN  Done,  of  Uikington  =|=  Anne,  d 


^ichnrd  Hdton,  Escj. 


Anne,  dau.  of  Jame-*,  Lord  Audley. 


.  26th  Hen.  VIII.   =p  Johanna,  dau.  of  Gilbert  Smith,  Esq. 


Sir  Philip  Egerton,  Kt.,  ob.  1563   =t=   Eleanor,  dau.  of  Sir  Randle  Brcreton,  1 


=1=  Jane,  dau.  of  Piers  Mostyn,  Esq. 


,  Bart-  ob.  1646  =p    RRinGET,  dau.  of  Arthur  Lord  Grey  d 


1730  =f  Ei.EAi^loirR, 


Thomas  Egerton, 


Thomas  Egerton,    Lonl  Grey 


.T"-*- 


Villiam  HoUfltKl,  Esq. 

Rev.  John  Copley. 

■  Ralph  Asshuon,  liart. 


=j=  Ca  1 H  buNR,  dau.  of  Piers  Conway,  Esq. 
Ch'.i.        '        (2)  Philip,  D.D.  :^  Franci 


ofSir  Griffith  Jeffreys.  ]• 


.  of  John  Hughes,  Esq.  o.  s 


Scott  Jackson,  Esq.  ( 


(2)  John  =j=  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  William  Brock,  Esq. 
(2)  Philip  =|:.  Marv,  dau.  of  Sir  Haskyn  Eyles  Styles,  B 

(2)  Rev.  Sir  i'iiiup  Grey  =p  Rebecca,  dau.  of 

I  Josias  Du  Pre,  Esq. 


Eleanor,  m.  to  EaklGr< 


^X^:^ 


jHE  name  '  Oulton  '  has  undergone  many 
changes,  as  regards  the  spelling,  since  the 
time  of  Doomsday-book.  Ormerod  (vol.  ii. 
p.  102)  says  it  occurs  twice  in  that  Survey, 
and  he  considers  one  record  to  have  reference  to  Oulton 
Lowe,  in  the  hundred  of  Dudestan,  the  other  to  the  hamlet 
of  Oulton,  in  the  township  of  Little  Budworth,  and  hun- 
dred of  Riseton.  The  first  of  these  passages  he  reads 
thus:  'Ipse  comes  tenet  Altetone,'  but  on  referring  to 
the  fac- simile  of  Doomsday -book,  published  in  photo- 
zincography by  Sir  Henry  James,  I  find  the  name  spelt 
'  Alretone.'  This  appellation  is  also  given  to  a  township 
in  the  hundred  of  Bochelau — supposed  to  be  Ollerton — 
but  in  two  other  entries,  referring  to  the  latter  township, 
the  word  is  spelt  'Alretune.'  The  second  quotation 
given  by  Ormerod,  and  supposed  to  designate  the  hamlet 


of  Oulton,  reads  thus :  '  Nigellus  tenet  de  Hugone  comite 
Oltetone.'  In  the  original  it  is  spelt  'Altetone.'  If 
the  identification  of  this  term  with  the  hamlet  of  Oulton 
be  correct.  Doomsday-book  is  in  error  in  including  it  in 
the  hundred  of  Riseton,  for  the  township  of  Little  Bud- 
worth,  in  which  it  is  situate,  was  formerly  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  hundred  of  Dudestan. 

In  succeeding  reigns  the  possessors  of  Oulton  Lowe 
assumed  the  adjunct  '  De  la  Lowe,'  while  those  holding 
Oulton  took  '  De  Oldeton.'  In  the  time  of  Edward  I. 
the  name  is  spelt  '  Oldinton,'  and  in  a  deed  of  the 
loth  of  Edward  II.,  now  in  the  muniment-room  at  Oulton, 
'  Oldynton.'  In  an  inquisitio  post  mortem  of  the  20th 
of  Richard  II.  the  name  occurs  as  '  Olton  ;'  and  it 
continued  to  be  so  spelt  until  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII., 
when  Leland  refers  to  it  in  his  Itinerary  as  'Oldeton.' 
Cox,  in  Magna  Britannia,  published  in  1720,  reverts  to 
the  old  mode  of  spelling  '  Olton  ;'  but  in  all  the  letters 
and  documents  in  my  possession,  from  the  Restoration 
downwards,  the  present  mode  of  spelling  Oulton  is 
adopted. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.,  John  Egerton,  of 
Egerton,  son  of  Philip  Egerton  of  Egerton,  and  grand- 
son of  Sir  John  Egerton  of  Egerton,  Knight  (who  was 
slain  with  Lord  Audley  at  the  battle  of  Blore  Heath  on 
the  23rd  of  September,  1459),  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
and  heiress  of  Hugh  Done,  of  Oulton,  by  his  wife  Anne, 
daughter  of  James   Lord  Audley,   above  mentioned,  relict 


of  Sir  Thomas  Button,  of  Button,  Knight.  By  this 
alliance  the  Oulton  estate  came  into  possession  of  the 
Egerton  family. 

At  that  period  it  comprised  only  '  one  capital  messuage 
and  lOO  acres  of  land.'  This  estate  had  been  purchased 
by  the  said  Hugh  Bone,  younger  brother  of  Sir  Hugh 
Bone,  of  Utkington,  Knight  (who  also  fell  fighting  on 
the  Royal  side  at  the  battle  of  Blore  Heath),  from  the 
family  of  the  Bechetons. 

This  John  Egerton  died  in  the  first  year  of 
Richard  III.  (1483),  leaving  a  son  and  heir,  Philip, 
who,  being  a  minor  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death, 
was  put  under  guardianship  to  Richard  de  Cholmondeley 
by  deed,  dated  August  10,  1483.  The  Will  of  Richard 
Cholmondeley  is  preserved  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  at 
Chester.  The  following  passages  relate  to  his  ward, 
Philip  Egerton : — 

'  Itm  my  Will  is  that  the  warde  of  Eggton,  w'  all  the  londe^ 
dewe  to  me  by  reson  therofF,  be  occupide  by  myn  executors, 
and  a  prest  to  be  fFonde  yerely  duryng  the  nownage  of  the 
heyre  to  pye  for  my  sowie,  my  ffather's  sowle,  and  my  moder's 
sowle,    and    fer   the    sowles    off   the    auncestors  of   Eggton    afore 

decessid And  my  Will  is  that  Phelip  Eggton  be  maried 

unto  Mowde  my  doght''  by  myn  executors.' 

Philip  Egerton,  of  Egerton  and  Oulton,  married 
Joanna,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Sir  Gilbert  Smith,  of 
Cuerdley,  Knight  (brother  of  William,  Bishop  of  Lincoln, 
and   founder    of   Brazennose  College,    Oxford),    widow   of 


Richard  Winnington,  of  Winnington,  and  died  26th  of 
Henry  VIII.  (1535),  leaving  a  son  Philip,  who  succeeded 
him,  and  one  daughter,  Margaret,  who  married  Hugh 
Starkie,  of  Olton.  Hugh  Starkie,  by  Will  dated  July  3, 
1526,  leaves  ^5  '  towarde  byying  off  bells  to  Budworth 
Church  ;'  and  his  widow,  Margaret,  whose  Will  was 
proved  the  9th  of  August,  1526  (Ormerod  gives  15 17 
as  the  date  of  her  death),  bequeaths  20  shillings  to 
'  Budworth  stepuU,'  and  a  like  sum  '  toward  the  bying  of 
the  belles  to  y"  said  stepull.'  They  were  both  buried 
at  Over. 

Sir  Philip  Egerton,  of  Egerton  and  Oulton, 
accompanied  the  army  under  the  Earl  of  Hertford  to  the 
Scotch  wars,  and  received  from  him  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood at  Leith,  after  the  taking  of  Edinburgh  in  1544.* 
He  was  Sheriff  of  Cheshire  in  1558.  Before  the  death 
of  his  father  he  had  been  betrothed  to  Eleanor,  daughter 
of  Sir  Randle  Brereton,  of  Malpas,  Knight  Banneret, 
Chamberlain  of  Chester,  and  the  marriage  took  place  in 
1535  a  short  time  after  Sir  Randle's  decease.  Leland,  in 
his  Itinerary,  says,  '  The  first  house  of  the  Egertons 
is  at  Egerton,  in  Malpas  Paroche.  He  hath  also  the 
manor  of  Oldeton.  The  auncientis  of  the  Egertons 
dwellith  now  at  Oldeton,  and  Egerton  buildith  ther  now.' 
Ormerod,  in  commenting  on  this  passage,  says,  '  The 
builder  of  this  house  was,  of  course,  Philip  Egerton,  who 
died  26th  Henry  VIII.'  (1535);  but  as  Leland's  Com- 
*  Hollingshead,  C.  3,  p.  926. 


5 

mission  from  the  King  was  dated  1533,  and  as  he  spent 
six  or  seven  years  in  travelling  about  England  and  Wales 
collecting  materials  for  his  work,  for  which  purpose  he 
obtained  a  dispensation  for  non-residence  at  his  living  of 
Popeling,  in  the  marshes  of  Calais,  which  was  not  granted 
till  the  year  1536,  it  is  evident  that  the  old  mansion  at 
Oulton  was  not  built  by  Philip  Egerton,  but  by  his  son, 
Sir  Philip  Egerton,  who  succeeded  him  in  the  estates.  He 
settled  the  messuage  and  demesne  lands  of  Olton  on  his 
wife  Eleanor  for  jointure,  with  remainder  to  his  grandson 
John  and  his  heirs  male.  He  had  issue  of  this  marriage,  a 
daughter  Eleanor,  who  became  first  wife  of  her  first  cousin 
Sir  Randle  Brereton,  of  Malpas,  Knight,  and  a  son  John, 
who  succeeded  his  father.  Sir  Philip  died  on  the  i-th  of 
July,  1563,  and  was  buried  at  Little  Budworth.  By 
his  Will  he  bequeaths  '  to  Thomas  Egerton '  (the  future 
Lord  Chancellor  of  England)  '  that  ys  at  Ine  of  Cowert, 
j^io  toward  his  exebltion.'  His  widow  died  in  November, 
1 567,  and  was  also  burled  at  Little  Budworth.  A  few 
fragments  still  remain  of  a  stained-glass  window  In  the 
Egerton  chancel  In  Little  Budworth  Church,  in  which,  when 
this  church  was  visited  by  Cole  In  1757,  there  was  a  pane, 
emblazoned  with  Egerton  impaling  Brereton.  The  dis- 
jointed remains  of  the  inscription  read  as  follows  : — 
'  Egerton  fieri  fecit  fecerunt,  qui,  MCCCCCLX."  The 
chancel  In  Malpas  Church,  now  called  the  Egerton 
chancel,  was  erected  by  his  father-in-law.  Sir  Randle 
Brereton.      It  contains  a  fine  altar-tomb,  of  white  alabaster. 


originally  painted  in  polychrome,  to  himself  and  his  wife 
Eleanor.  The  inscription  tells  us  that  it  was  erected 
during  their  lifetime  in  the  year  1522.* 

John  Egerton.  JoHN  EgERTON,  OF  EcERTON    AND    OuLTON,    SUCCeeded 

his  father  Sir  Philip.  He  married  Jane,  daughter  of  Piers 
Mostyn,  of  Talacre,  Esq.,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons, 
John  and  Philip,  and  one  daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  to 
Sir  William  Stanley,  of  Hooton,  Knight.  Lady  Stanley 
was  buried  at  Malines,  and  in  the  choir  of  the  Church  of 
Notre  Dame  at  that  place,  on  a  very  large  blue  flag-stone 
in  the  floor,  is  this  inscription  : —  'Icy  gist  la  noble  Dame 
Elizabeth  Egerton,  jadis  espouse  du  tre-prudet  Chevallier 
Messire  Guillaume  Stanley,  Coronet  et  du  conseil  de  guerre 
de  sa  Ma"-  d'Espagne  Laquelle  trespassa  de  ceste  vie  le 
10  d'Apuril,  1 6 14.  Prie  Dieu  pour  son  ame.'  Above  this 
inscription  is  a  lozenge,  cut  in  relief,  charged  with  the 
Egerton  arms — a  lion  rampant  between  three  pheons  ;  and 
beyond  this,  towards  the  west  end  of  the  stone,  a  shield, 
with  a  helmet,  crest  (a  stag's  head  erased),  and  nineteen 
quarterings  of  the  family  of  Stanley. 

John   Egerton    died  in  1590  (33rd  Elizabeth),    and 
was  buried  at  Malpas  on  the  6th  of  March  in  that  year. 

.Sir  John  Egerton,  Kt.  SiR      JoHN       EoERTON,     OF      EoERTON       AND       OuLTON, 

Knight,  the  eldest  son  of  John,  succeeded  to  the  family 
estates.  He  was  born  in  1551,  and  was  knighted  by  Queen 
Elizabeth  in  1599.  In  addition  to  his  paternal  inheritance, 
he  became  possessed  of  Wrinehill,  and  other  estates  in 
*  App.  No.  I. 


Staffordshire,  by  conveyance  from  Edward  Egerton,  a 
younger  branch  of  the  family,  and  of  the  Manor  and 
Royalty  of  Holywell,  Fullbrooke,  and  Greenfield,  in  Flint- 
shire, by  grant  from  King  James  I.  He  also  purchased, 
in  1600,  a  farm  in  Rushton  from  William  and  Margaret 
Yardley ;  and  the  estate  of  Farthinghoe,  in  Northampton- 
shire early  in  the  reign  of  James  I.,  at  which  place  the 
elder  branch  of  the  family  resided  for  several  generations. 
This  estate  was  sold  by  the  late  Earl  of  Wilton,  in  1789, 
to  George  Rush,  Esq.  Sir  John  married,  first,  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Sir  Rowland  Stanley,  of  Hooton,  Knight,  by 
his  second  wife,  Ursula,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith, 
of  Hough,  Knight,  and  by  her,  who  died  in  1596,  he 
had  five  sons  and  three  daughters.  The  eldest  son, 
Philip,  died  young ;  Rowland,  the  second  son,  succeeded 
his  father;  and  John,  the  third  son,  was  basely  killed  by 
Edward  Morgan,  whose  life  he  had  spared  in  a  duel. 
Sir  John  married,  secondly,  Anne,  daughter  of  Robert 
Bernard,  Esq.,  but  by  her  he  had  no  issue.  He  died  in 
London,  April  27,  16 14,  and  was  buried  the  following 
July  at  Madeley,  in  Staffordshire.  His  first  wife  was 
buried  at  Little  Budworth,  February   12,   1596. 

Sir  Rowland  Egerton,  of  Egerton  and  Oulton,  sir  Ro»l.a: 
Knight  and  Baronet,  second  son  of  Sir  John  Egerton, 
succeeded  to  the  family  estates,  his  elder  brother,  Philip, 
having  pre-deceased  his  father.  He  was  knighted  by 
King  James  I.  at  Whitehall  on  the  9th  of  March, 
1 616  O.S.,   as    a    preliminary    to    obtaining    a    patent    of 


Baronetcy,  which  latter  dignity  was  conferred  upon  him 
on  the  5th  of  April,  16 17,  o.s.,  according  to  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain, who  says,  '  The  dignity  of  Baronets  is  not  yet 
become  so  bare,  but  that  are  lately  come  in  one  Egerton 
of  Cheshire,  and  Townshend  of  Norfolk.' '•■  The  qualifi- 
cations for  a  patent  of  Baronetcy  at  this  period  were  : — '  To 
have  quality,  state  of  living  and  good  reputation  worthy 
of  it.  To  be  descended  at  the  least  of  a  grandfather  by 
the  father's  side,  that  bears  arms,  and  have  also  of  certain 
yearly  revenue  in  land  of  inheritance  in  possession,  one 
thousand  pounds  per  annum,  de  clero.'  The  consideration 
for  the  honour  conferred  was,  '  to  maintain  the  number 
of  thirty  foot-soldiers  in  Ireland  for  three  years,  after  the 
rate  of  eightpence  sterling  money  of  England  by  the  day; 
and  the  wages  of  one  whole  year  to  be  paid  into  our 
receipt  upon  passing  the  patent ;'  and  '  to  take  oath  that 
neither  he,  nor  any  for  him,  hath  directly  or  indirectly 
given  any  more  for  attaining  the  degree,  or  any  precedence 
in  it,  than  that  which  is  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  number  of  soldiers,  in  such  sort  as  aforesaid,  saving  the 
charges  of  passing  his  Patent.'t 

In  the  year  1609,  during  the  lifetime  of  his  father. 
Sir  Rowland  was  married  to  Bridget,  daughter  of  Arthur 
Lord  Grey,  of  Wilton,  K.G.,  late  Lord  Deputy  of 
Ireland  (by  Jane  Sibilla,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  Morison, 
and    relict  of  the  Earl   of   Bedford),  sister  and  heiress  of 

*  Progress  of  James  I.,  Vol.   III.,  p.   267. 
"I"  Wootton's  Baronetage,  Introduction. 


Thomas  Lord  Grey,  of  Wilton,  who  was  found  guilty  of 
conspiracy  in  1603,  together  with  Lord  Cobham,  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  and  others,  confined  to  the  Tower,  and 
died  there  on  the  6th  of  July,  16 14.  I  fortunately  dis- 
covered the  settlement  made  on  this  marriage  amongst 
some  expired  leases  and  old  deeds  put  on  one  side  as  of 
no  value.  It  is  written  on  three  large  skins,  and  bears 
date,  December,  6th  of  James  L,  1609.  It  is  between 
John  Egerton  of  the  first  part,  and  Lady  Jane  Sibilla 
Grey,  late  wife  unto  Arthur  Lord  Grey,  deceased,  the 
Right  Honourable  Edward  Lord  Zouche,  St.  Maur,  and 
Cantilupe,  and  Edward  Lord  Denny,  of  Waltham,  of  the 
other  part."  It  settles  the  estates  in  the  parish  of  Malpas 
on  Rowland  for  his  life;  then  on  Bridget  for  her  life; 
and  then  on  the  male  issue  of  the  marriage.  In  default, 
the  Trustees,  to  raise  ^{^4000  by  yearly  payments  of  ^500 
for  the  daughters  of  the  marriage  ;  the  remainder  to  Sir 
John's  heirs.  It  also  settles  all  the  other  estates  on 
Rowland  and  his  heirs  male,  with  power  to  provide  for 
younger  children  of  his  marriage.  Bridget's  dowry  was 
3000/.  By  this  marriage  Sir  Rowland  had  issue  six 
sons  and  three  daughters.  The  eldest  son,  Thomas, 
married  Barbara,  daughter  of  Sir  John  St.  John,  and 
died  issueless  before  his  father.  The  second  son,  John, 
succeeded   to  the   title.      He    married   Anne,   daughter   of 

*  Arthur  Lord  Grey's  wife  was  Dorothy,  natural  daughter  of  Richard, 
father  of  Edward  Lord  Zouche ;  and  Lord  Denny  married  Honora,  his 
sister. 


George  Wintour,  of  Derham,  Esq.,  and  had  a  son,  John, 
who  succeeded  him.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Edward  Holland,  of  Heaton  and  Denton,  in  Lancashire, 
Esq.,  by  which  marriage  the  Lancashire  estates  came  into 
the  family.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Holland,  who 
was  grandfather  of  Thomas,  created  Baron  Grey,  of 
Wilton,  in  1784,  and  Earl  of  Wilton  in  1801,  with 
remainder  to  the  second  son,  and  every  succeeding  son 
of  his  daughter,  Elleanor,   married  to  Earl  Grosvenor. 

Sir  Rowland's  second  surviving  son,  Philip,  inherited 
the  Cheshire  estates  settled  upon  him  by  his  father.  Sir 
Rowland  was  a  staunch  adherent  to  the  Royal  cause, 
and  had  his  house  at  Wrinehill  plundered  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary forces  under  Mr.  Mainwaring  in  December, 
1642.''- 

The  following  letter,  considered  to  be  in  the  hand- 
writing of  King  Charles,  is  preserved  at  Oulton  : — 

'  To  our  trusty  and  welbeloved  Sir  Rowland  Edgerton,  Bart. 

'  Trusty  and  welbeloved  wee  greete  you  well.  Though  wee 
are  unwilling  in  the  least  degree  to  presse  upon  our  good  sub- 
jects, yet  wee  must  obey  that  necessity  which  compells  us  in  this 
publique  distraction,  when  our  owne  money  and  revenue  is  seized 
and  deteyned  from  us,  to  lay  hold  on  anything  which  with  God's 
blessing  may  be  a  meanes  to  preserve  this  Kingdom ;  we  must 
therefore  desyre  you  forthwith  to  lend  us  the  somme  of  2000 lb 
for  our  necessary  support  and  the  maintenance  of  our  army,  which 
wee  are  compelled  to  rayse  for  the  defence  of  our  person,  the 
*  Ormerod,  Vol.  I.  p.  xxxv. 


Protestant  religion,  and  the  laws  of  the  land.  Wee  have  trusted 
this  bearer  to  receive  it  of  you  ;  and  wee  doe  promise  vou,  on 
the  word  of  a  King,  to  repay  the  same  with  interest ;  and  of  this 
service  we  cannot  doubt,  since,  if  you  should  refuse  to  give  us 
this  testimony  of  your  affection,  you  will  give  us  too  great  cause 
to  suspect  your  duty  and  inclination  both  to  our  person  and  to 
the  publique  peace. 

'Given  at  our  Court  at  Oxford,  the  8th  of  February,  1642-3.' 

Sir  Rowland  resided  much  at  his  manor  of  Farthing- 
hoe,  in  Northamptonshire,  and  had  prepared  stone  for  a  spire 
steeple  to  the  church,*  and  for  rebuilding  his  Manor-house 
there ;  but  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  and  his 
sudden  death,  prevented  the  accomplishment  of  his  designs. f 
Webb  alludes  to  his  non-residence  in  Cheshire  as  follows: — 
'  Near  unto  Darley  is  situate  another  great  house,  and  well- 
known  seat  of  another  worthy  race,  called  Egertons,  of 
Oulton,  whereof  have  succeeded  for  some  descents  knights 
of  no  obscure  note ;  and  now  the  most  compleat  successor 
of  them.  Sir  Rowland  Egerton,  Knight,  Baronet,  whose 
great  alliances  and  worthy  parts  have  caused  other  countries 
to  deprive  this,  his  birthplace,  of  so  great  an  ornament.' 
Wootton  says,  '  He  died  suddenly  of  an  apoplexy,  and 
was  buried  October  3,  1646,  having  in  those  rebellious 
times  (when  of  too  advanced  an  age  to  attend  a  camp) 
sufficiently  manifested  his  affection  and  fidelity  to  his 
Prince,    as    appears    by    several    testimonies    remaining  in 

*  The  tower  was  repaired  by   Sir  John  Egerton,  son  of  Sir  Rowland, 
in  1654,  whose  arms  are  on  the  south  front  impaling  Wintour. 
f  Baker,  p.  621. 
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the  family  under  the  hand  of  that  martyr'd  King.'  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  reconcile  the  following  passage  from  'White- 
lock's  Memorials,'  with  the  whole  tenour  of  Sir  Rowland's 
political  career :  '  Sir  Rowland  Egerton,  who  brought  the 
news  of  the  surrender  of  Pomfret,  was  called  into  the 
House,  and  had  their  thanks  given  him.    July,  1645.' 

Sir  Rowland  was  buried  at  Farthinghoe.  The  posi- 
tion of  his  grave  is  pointed  out  in  the  following  inscription 
on  a  small  marble  tablet  in  the  chancel  of  the  church  :  — 
'  Beneath  this  marble  lies  interred  Mrs.  Ann  Egerton, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  and  great  granddaughter  of  Sir 
Rowland  Egerton,  of  Egerton,  in  the  County  Palatine  of 
Chester,  Bart.,  who  lies  buried  on  the  other  side  of  this  wall.' 
His  will  was  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  in  London, 
January  5,  1649.*  Budget  survived  her  husband  two  years, 
and  died  28th  of  July,  1648,  and  was  also  buried  at 
Farthinghoe.  She  was  devotedly  attached  to  the  Reformed 
religion,  as  appears  from  a  small  manuscript  volume  at 
Oulton,  entitled  '  A  forme  of  confession,  grounded  upon 
the  antient  Catholique  and  Apostolic  faith.  Made  and 
composed  by  the  honorable  ladie  the  Lady  Bridget  Egerton, 
A.D.  1636.' 

The  estates  in  possession  of  the  family  at  this  period 
being  very  large.  Sir  Rowland  made  a  partition  of  them, 
settling  the  Cheshire  and  Flintshire  property  on  his  second 
surviving  son.  By  this  settlement.  Sir  Philip  Egerton  of 
Egerton  and  Oulton,  at  his  father's  death,  inherited  the  said 
*  App.  No.  II. 
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estates,  and  became  the  head  of  the  second  house  of  Eger- 
ton,  which  continued  in  male  descent  until  the  failure  of  the 
elder  lines  on  the  death  of  the  first  Earl  of  Wilton,  in  1 8  14, 
when  the  Baronetcy  devolved  upon  the  Oulton  house.* 

Sir  Philip  Egerton  took  up  his  residence  at  Oulton, 
and  appears  to  have  taken  a  very  active  part  in  both  the 
public  and  local  affairs  of  the  troubled  period  in  which  he 
lived.  The  earliest  document  I  have  connected  with  him  is 
a  citation  dated  Thursday,  November  3,  1659,  ^^  follows: — 

'  By  the   Commissioners  for    Sequestracons    appointed    by   Act 
of  Parliam',  August  27th,   1659. 

'  Upon  motion  of  Mr.  Carey,  on  the  behalfe  of  Mr.  Phillip 
Egerton  of  the  county  of  Chester,  Esq.  alledging  that  the  Com- 
missioners for  Sequestrations  in  the  County  of  Chester  intend  to  sell 
and  dispose  of  the  Estate  of  the  said  Mr.  Egerton  before  any 
Judgment  be  given  by  us  upon  the  Charge  of  Delinquency  against 
him  ;  It  is  ordered  that  the  said  Commissioners  of  Cheshire  doe 
forbeare  to  sell  or  dispose  of  the  Estate  of  the  said  Mr.  Egerton  for 
the  space  of  Twenty-one  dayes.  And  that  they  give  him  notice 
within  tenn  dayes  to  produce  such  witnesses  as  he  will  examine  in 
his  defence,  and  to  cross-examine  the  witnesses  examined  against 
him  in  case  he  intends  to  stand  upon  his  justification,  otherwise  upon 
his  default  we  shall  proceed  to  publication  and  hearing  ex  parte. 
And  the  said  commissioners  are  to  make  Certificate  to  us  of  their 
proceedings  therein.  Signed,  Sam.  Mover,  Rig.  Moore,  William 
MoLiNs,  John  Browne,  Jo.  Greensmyth.' 

He  appears  to  have  passed  this  ordeal  successfully,  for  I 

*  Sir  Philip  assumed  the  motto  Leoni  non  sagittis  fdo  instead  oi  Firtuti 
non  armt!  fido. 


have  a  commission  from  the  Council  of  State  appointing 
him  captain  of  a  militia  company  of  horse  in  the  regiment 
of  Colonel  John  Booth,  dated  April  ii,  1660,  and  signed 
by  Arthur  Annesley,  President,  J.  Holland,  Gilbert  Gerard, 
William  Waller,  Will.  Lewis,  An.  Ashley  Cooper,  J.  Potts, 
J.  Crewe,  and  John  Birch.  He  appears,  nevertheless,  to 
have  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Royal  cause,  as  he 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood  for  his  loyalty  during 
the  rebellion.  In  1662,  by  warrant  dated  May  ist,  he  was 
appointed  to  be  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Subsidies  for 
the  County  of  Cheshire;  and  on  the  ist  of  August,  1664, 
he  received  the  commission  of  Lieut.-Colonel  of  Militia, 
signed  by  Charles,  eighth  Lord  Derby,  which  commission 
was  renewed  by  the  subsequent  lord-lieutenants  of  the 
county.  On  the  25th  of  March,  1665,  his  name  was 
included  in  the  commission  appointing  deputy-lieutenants, 
and  was  continued  in  the  succeeding  instruments  constituting 
the  Board  of  Lieutenancy  for  the  county.  These  com- 
missions and  other  documents  and  correspondence  relating 
to  this  period  are  published  in  the  '  Proceedings  of  the 
Historic  Society  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire,'  vol.  i.  p.  125. 
In  July  1667  he  was  made  a  Burgess  of  the  Town  of 
Liverpool  ;*  and  in  1675  he  filled  the  office  of  High  Sheriff 
of  the  county.  On  March  6,  1679,  ^^  ^^^  returned 
Member  of  Parliament  for  the  County  of  Chester,  in  con- 
junction with  Henry  Booth,  of  Dunham  Massey,  Esq.  ;  and 
in  the  following  October  he  was  elected  Member  of  Par- 
*  App.  No.  III. 
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liament  for  Brackley,  in  Northamptonshire.  On  the 
accession  of  James  II.  he  contested  the  County  of  Chester 
in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Cholmondeley,  of  Vale  Royal, 
against  Sir  Robert  Cotton  and  Mr.  Mainwaring,  and  was 
returned,  after  a  stiff  contest  lasting  six  days,  on  the  2 2d 
March,  1684,  o.s.  An  account  of  this  election,  and  of  the 
county  politics  at  this  period,  is  published  in  the  first 
volume  of  the  '  Journal  of  the  Architectural,  Archsolo- 
gical,  and  Historic  Society  of  Chester,'  p.  loi.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  magisterial  and  other  public  business 
connected  with  the  county,  and  was  a  strong  supporter  of 
the  sports  and  pastimes  in  vogue  at  that  period.  I  have 
a  curious  document,  entitled,  *  Articles  concluded  and  agreed 
upon  the  28th  Jan',  Anno  D'ni  1631.  By  the  Right  Hon. 
Robert  Lord  Viscount  Cholmondeley  and  by  diverse  Knights, 
Esquires,  and  Gentlemen  within  the  Hundred,  whose  names 
are  subscribed  Contributors  for  the  maintenance  of  a  Ffree 
Cupp  to  bee  runn  for  yearly  and  perpetually  at  Ffarndon,' 
to  which  his  name  is  attached  as  a  subscriber  of  ^^30.*  He 
kept  race-horses  and  fighting-cocks,  as  I  find  by  two  letters, 
one  relating  to  a  match  for  £^0,  to  be  run  on  the  21st  of 
May  next  (no  year  given)  ;  the  other,  dated  Cumbermere, 
Feb.  21,  1663,  o.s.  to  a  main  of  cocks  to  be  fought  against 
Sir  Richard  Assley. 

Sir  Philip  married  Catherine,  daughter  and  sole  heir 
of  Piers  Conway,  of  Hendre,  in  the  County  of  Flint,  Esq., 
by  whom  he  left  two  sons  ;  John,  who  succeeded  him,  and 
•  App.  No.  IV. 


i6 

Philip,  whose  son  Philip  succeeded  his  uncle,  and  one 
daughter,  Mary,  married  to  Richard  Lord  Bulkeley.  By 
the  marriage  with  Catherine  Conway,  a  large  number  of 
quarterings  was  added  to  the  family  escutcheon.  Sir 
Philip  augmented  the  estate  by  the  purchase  of  Darley 
Hall  from  the  Starkie  family  in  1686,  and  other  property 
in  Oulton  Lowe,  by  which  purchases  Oulton  Lowe  and 
Oulton  became  united  under  one  proprietor  for  the  first 
time  since  the  days  of  the  Earls  of  Chester.  Sir  Philip 
also  bought  property  in  Rushton,  and  built  a  town  residence 
in  Chester,  near  '  the  Barrs,'  which  he  left  to  his  widow 
as  a  jointure  house.  He  added  the  Higher  Hall  at 
Broxton  to  the  estates  in  the  parish  of  Malpas,  by  pur- 
chase from  Edward  Tannat,  who  married  the  sole  daughter 
and  heir  of  Thomas  and  Katherine  Dod.  Webb  speaks 
thus  of  Broxton  Hall  in  his  Itinerary  : — 

'  The  chief  seats  now  within  the  said  lordship  are,  that  one  of 
Daniel  Massie,  Esq.,  and  the  other,  the  antient  breeding  place 
of  a  great  family  in  this  county,  of  the  Dodds,  which  are  branched 
into  many  houses  of  continuance  to  this  day  ;  but  the  seat  itself, 
now  lately  for  want  of  issue  male,  begins  a  foundation  for  another 
name,  and  is  possessed  by  my  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Edward  Tannat, 
who  hath  his  descent  from  Shropshire.' 

The  house  was  built  in  the  latter  part  of  the  et^^teenth 
century,  and,  judging  from  what  now  remains,  it  must 
have  been  a  fine  specimen  of  the  timber  houses  of  that 
period.  The  two  remaining  gables  have  recently  been 
restored    in    exact    accordance    with    the    old    work.      Sir 
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Philip's  grandson,  John,  took  up  his  residence  there,  and 
thence  acquired  the  name  of  John  of  Broxton.  Another 
very  important  addition  to  the  family  estates  accrued  by 
the  'Will  of  Charles  Egerton,  of  Grays  Inn,  Esq.'*  who, 
dying  without  issue,  left  his  property  in  Wallasea  and 
Moreton  and  in  the  city  of  Chester  to  his  brother.  Sir 
Philip  Egerton,  subject  only  to  an  annuity  of  £10  to 
his  brother  Rowland,  of  Cheddleton.  Sir  Philip  died 
at  Oulton,  August  15th,  1698,  and  was  buried  at  Little 
Budworth.  His  will  bears  date  July  6th,  1685,!  with  a 
codicil  dated  October  20th  of  the  same  year.  Lady 
Egerton  died  in  January,  1707,  and  was  buried  on  the 
9th  of  that  month  at  Little  Budworth. J  The  school  in 
the  park  at  Oulton  was  built  at  her  expense  in  1706. 
Full-length  portraits  of  Sir  Philip  and  Lady  Egerton, 
and  of  Lord  and  Lady  Bulkeley,  are  preserved  in  the 
gallery  at  Oulton  Park. 

John  Egerton,  of  Egerton  and  Oulton,  Esq., 
succeeded  to  the  family  estates  as  tenant  for  life,  with 
remainder  to  his  brother,  Philip  Egerton,  for  life,  &c., 
&c.  In  17 1 5  he  joined  in  settling  the  same  on  himself 
for  life,  with  remainder  to  his  first  and  other  sons  in 
tail  male  ;  remainder  to  Philip  Egerton,  Esq.  (his  nephew), 
for  life,  remainder  to  the  first  and  other  sons  of  the  said 
Philip  Egerton,  in  tail  male,  remainder  to  John  Egerton, 
of  Broxton,  Esq.  (his  nephew)  for  life,  with  remainders  over 
in  the  usual  form.     The  name  of  John  Egerton  will  ever 
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be  associated  with  the  prosperity  of  his  native  county,  for  he 
was  one  of  those  enterprising  and  far-seeing  gentlemen  who 
entertained  the  project  of  rendering  the  river  Weaver  navi- 
gable, and  who  persevered,  in  spite  of  all  difBculties  and 
expenses,  until  they  obtained  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  172 1, 
enabling  them  to  carry  out  their  plans.  In  the  preamble  of 
that  Act,  John  Egerton,  of  Oulton,  John  Amson,  of  Lees, 
and  Richard  Vernon,  of  Middlewich,  are  nominated  and 
appointed  Undertakers  and  Trustees  for  the  purpose  of 
rendering  the  said  river  navigable,  portable,  and  passable 
for  boats,  barges,  lighters,  and  other  vessels,  from  Frodsham 
Bridge  to  Winsford  Bridge.  The  works  were  completed 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  but  the  expenses  were  so 
great  that  a  debt  of /; 20, 500  had  accrued.  By  a  subsequent 
Act  in  1760,  the  undertaking  was  vested  in  a  large  body  of 
Trustees,  and  administered  for  the  benefit  of  the  county. 

He  devoted  much  time  to  private  business,  and  the 
arrangement  of  the  family  estates.  In  1715  he  set  about 
rebuilding  the  family  mansion,  a  gigantic  undertaking 
the  cost  of  which  impoverished  him  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  In  allusion  to  it  in  one  of  his  letters,*  he  says  : 
'  The  many  thousand  pounds  I  have  laid  out  in  the  house  and 
gardens  at  Oulton,  I  need  not  mention  the  exact  sum,  every 
one  that  sees  them  will  compute  it  for  me.'  There  is  a 
tradition  that  the  house,  built  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL, 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  that  the  old  Japan  wainscoting, 
being  considered  the  most  valuable  object  therein,  was 
*  App.  No.  -^aJX 
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stripped  from  the  wall  and  thrown  Into  the  moat,  but  of 
this  I  have  found  no  verification.  The  moat  was  drained 
and  filled  in  when  the  present  mansion,  which  occupies  the 
exact  site  of  the  previous  building,  was  built.  The  archi- 
tect employed  is  said  to  have  been  Sir  John  Vanbrugh,  and 
the  style  of  the  design  bears  so  strong  a  resemblance  to 
his  known  edifices  that  this  presumption  is  probably 
correct.  The  old  house  must  have  been  one  of  consider- 
able pretensions.  Randle  Holmes  the  3rd  dedicates  one 
of  the  chapters  of  his  Academy  of  Armory  and  Blazon, 
published  In  1688,  to  '  Sir  Philip  Egerton,  of  Oulton, 
Knight,  and  to  John  Egerton,  Esq.,  his  son,'  in  the 
following  terms : — 

'  In  erecting  such  a  large,  spacious,  and  various  edifice,  the 
spectator,  at  first  view,  will  hardly  conceive  how  much  pains  was 
bestowed,  first  in  digging  the  foundation,  preparing  the  materials, 
contriving  the  architecture,  raising  the  scaffolds,  and  in  removing 
the  rubbish,  with  twenty  things  more,  besides  the  greatest  of  all, 
which  is  coin  to  pay  off  the  labourers,  might  cause  one  to  start 
in  amaze.' 

John  Egerton  was  born  on  the  8th  of  May,  1656. 
In  168 1  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Chol- 
mondeley,  of  Vale  Royal,  Esq.,  but  she  dying  without 
Issue,  he  married,  secondly,  in  1686,  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Robert,  Viscount  Cholmondeley,  of  Kells.  This  union 
was  a  very  happy  one,  and  continued  over  thirty  years, 
but  no  children  resulted  from  It.  After  a  widowerhood  of 
about  two  years  and  a  half  he  married,  thirdly,  in  June, 
173 1,   when   he  was  seventy-five  years  of  age,   Catherine, 
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daughter  of  William  Upton,  of  Bpton,  in  the  County 
of  eiiesLei:,  but  left  no  issue.  His  brother  Philip  married 
Frances,  daughter  of  William  Offley,  Esq.,  and  grand-niece 
maternally  of  Miss  Jane  Lane,  afterwards  Lady  Fisher, 
to  whom  Charles  IL  was  indebted  for  his  safety  after  the 
defeat  at  Worcester.  This  marriage  took  place  in  1693, 
during  the  lifetime  of  his  father.  Sir  Philip,  on  which 
occasion  the  property  in  Astbury,  Crewe,  and  Farndon, 
was  settled  upon  him.  By  his  father's  will  he  became 
possessed  of  *  the  next  avoidance  and  presentation  to  the 
Parish  Church  of  Astbury  ;'  and,  consequently,  on  the 
death  of  John  Hutchinson,  the  then  rector,  in  1704,  he 
inducted  himself  to  this  valuable  preferment.  By  his 
marriage  with  Miss  Offley  he  had  a  numerous  family. 
Philip,  his  eldest  son,  succeeded  his  uncle  John  in  the 
family  estates,  and  John,  the  second  son,  succeeded  his 
brother.  The  third  son  was  Rowland.  Of  the  six 
daughters  three  died  unmarried.  Bridget  married  Edward 
Downes,  of  Shrigley ;  Mary  married  Richard  Puleston, 
Esq.,  and  Sibella  married  Francis  Eyles,  of  Moor  Park, 
Esq.,  eldest  son  and  successor  of  Sir  Haskin  Eyles  Styles, 
Bart.  The  domestic  harmony  which  had  happily  pre- 
vailed in  the  family  for  many  generations  was  unfortunately 
replaced  at  this  period  by  continual  jars  and  contentions 
between  the  family  of  Doctor  Egerton  and  his  elder 
brother.*  The  latter  appears  to  have  behaved  with  great 
generosity  in  arranging  settlements  on  the  marriages  of 
*  App.  No.  IX. 


Doctor  Egerton's  sons,  and  in  other  respects,  in  return 
for  which  he  was  met  by  ingratitude,  and  subjected  to 
constant  annoyances.  The  Doctor's  wife  entertained  a 
great  dislike  of  her  brother-in-law,  and  being  of  an 
extravagant  disposition,  was  very  anxious  to  get  possession 
of  Oulton  ;  on  the  other  hand,  John  was  determined  she 
should  not  '  rule  and  riot '  there  if  he  could  help  it.  He 
was  therefore  desirous  that  his  nephew  Philip  should  reside 
at  Oulton,  and  take  charge  of  the  property,  receiving  an 
allowance  for  that  purpose,  as  he  had  unfortunately  lost 
his  eyesight  through  cataract.  This  proposal  was,  however, 
rejected ;  and  consequently  he  continued  to  reside  there 
until  his  death.  One  cause  of  the  quarrel  between  the 
brothers  was  the  sale  of  the  perpetual  advowson  of  the 
rectory  of  Astbury.*  John  being  in  want  of  money 
offered  it  to  his  brother,  Doctor  Egerton,  for  j^iooo,  if 
he  would  consent  to  settle  it  as  he  had  done  his  estate. 
This  was  considered  too  great  a  value,  and,  consequently, 
the  offer  was  refused.  After  waiting  three  years,  to  give 
the  Doctor  time,  as  he  expressed  it,  '  for  the  better  under- 
standing himself,  in  all  which  time  I  met  only  with 
exclamations  against  me,  and  scandalous  reports  that  I  had 
no  power  to  make  sale  of  it ;  surely  none  can  blame  me  for 
disposing  of  it  at  two  thousand  pounds,  since  one  thousand 
pounds  was  looked  upon  by  the  Doctor  too  great  a 
valuation.' t  Doctor  Egerton  died  in  1726,  and  was 
buried  at  Little  Budworth  on  the  6th  of  March  of  that  year. 
*  App.  No.  IX.  t  App.  No.  IX. 


John  Egerton  died  on  the  28th  of  December,  i73r, 
and  was  also  buried  at  Little  Budworth.  By  a  codicil  to 
his  will,  dated  March  30th,  1729,  he  leaves  all  the  furniture 
and  household  goods  (plate  and  jewels  only  excepted)  in 
his  houses  at  Oulton  and  Chester  (but  not  in  his  summer- 
house  at  Oulton)  to  go  and  be  enjoyed  with  the  capital 
messuage  as  heir-looms ;  being,  however,  apprehensive  lest 
his  nephew  and  successor,  Philip,  who  had  refused  his  offer 
of  taking  possession  of  the  house  during  his  lifetime,  might 
neglect  to  reside  there  after  his  death,  he  required  that 
within  thirty  days  next  after  his  decease  he  should  seal  and 
execute  to  his  executors  a  bond  of  the  penalty  of  ^/^ 2000, 
conditioned  that  he  and  his  family  shall  inhabit  and  dwell 
in  the  said  house  for  the  space  of  six  months  in  every  year. 
The  inventory  of  all  these  articles,  taken  on  the  9th, 
loth,  nth,  and  12th  days  of  January,  1732,  is  now  in  my 
possession,  as  also  a  second  catalogue  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  Philip  Egerton,  Esq.,  in  Oulton  House.  On 
comparing  these  documents  it  is  clear  that  the  conditions 
of  the  will  were  carried  out,  as  the  entries  in  the  two  cor- 
respond closely.  Many  of  the  articles  therein  enumerated, 
such  as  pictures,  tapestry,  Japan,  &c.,  are  still  preserved 
in  the  family  mansion  at  Oulton. 

iHiLip  Egerton.  PhILIP     EgERTON,    OF    EgERTON      AND     OuLTON,    EsQ., 

succeeded  his  uncle  in  the  family  estates,  and  his  father. 
Doctor  Egerton,  in  the  property  which  was  settled  on  him 
on  his  marriage,  and  by  will,  subject  to  the  payment  of 
/^4000  for  portions  to  his  sisters.     He  was  born  July  21st, 
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1694,  and  married  Sa^^^,  daughter  and  co-heir  to  Sir 
Griffith  Jeffreys,  of  Acton,  in  17 15.  This  match  was 
brought  about  by  his  uncle,  John,  who  says,  in  an  enume- 
ration of  the  kindnesses  he  had  bestowed  on  his  ungrateful 
nephew,  '  In  the  first  place,  I  made  the  happy  match  for 
you  with  Lady  Jeffreys'  daughter,  and  I  own  it  endeared 
you  much  to  me  that  you  took  a  wife  of  my  choosing, 
since  I  am  sure  you  would  not  have  chosen  there  yourself.' 
Although  the  rental  of  the  estate  inherited  from  his 
uncle  was  £s°°  P^""  ^nnum  more  than  it  was  at  Sir  Philip 
Egerton's  death,  he  nevertheless  appears  to  have  been  in 
some  pecuniary  embarrassment  at  first.  A  letter  from  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Egerton,  son  of  Sir  John  Egerton,  dated 
Jan.  29th,  173 1-2,  says, — 

'  The  death  of  your  uncle,  giving  some  delay  to  your  affairs, 
may  make  some  of  the  creditors  uneasy ;  but  if  any  process  or 
subpoena  come  to  you  upon  that  account,  please  to  send  me  word, 
and  I  will  take  care  that  an  appearance  be  put  in,  without  trouble  or 
expence  to  you.' 

And  one  from  IVIrs.  Egerton,  two  years  later,  addressed 
to  the  agent  Mr.  Williams,  says, — 

'  Mr.  Egerton  is  now  building  a  house,  and  must  have  a  large 
sum  of  money,  which  I  beg  you  will  get,  and  bring  over  as  soon  as 
you  can,  for  we  cannot  possibly  long  do  without  it.  The  reason 
we  are  so  pressing  is  Cheese  taking  no  money  in  Cheshire,  but  that 
can  be  no  excuse  for  the  Welch  tenants.' 

*  App.  No.  IX. 


By  good  and  careful  management  he  soon  brought  the 
estates  into  good  order,  and  paid  off  many  of  the  in- 
cumbrances. He  was  a  shrewd,  clear-headed,  indefatigable 
man  of  business,  and  devoted  a  large  portion  of  his  time 
to  the  general  management  of  the  property,  and  to  the 
arranging  and  cataloguing  the  family  title-deeds  and  other 
documents  relating  to  the  several  estates.  How  great  a 
labour  this  was  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  para- 
graph in  a  letter  relating  to  a  receipt  for  tithes  in  the 
parish  of  Malpas,  dated  Sept.  22nd,  1752, — 

'  I  find  from  the  many  thousand  papers  crammed  confusedly  into 
three  large  corn  sacks,  near  a  cartload,  which  I  received  not  long 
since  from  the  executor  of  my  uncle's  widow,  that  it  is  great  odds 
against  my  finding  one  in  any  reasonable  time,  and  as  I  imagined 
those  neglected  papers  to  be  of  little  or  no  use,  I  always  proposed 
reserving  the  rummaging  of  them  for  the  amusement  of  some  winter 
nights.* 

This  labour  must  certainly  have  been  a  labour  of  love, 
not  fickle  or  fleeting,  but  persevered  in  through  a  long 
life,  for  there  is  not  a  document  of  his  date  now  in  the 
muniment-room  that  does  not  bear  testimony  to  his  tender 
care  for  these  records  of  his  ancestral  predecessors.  Pie 
seems  to  have  utilized  every  scrap  of  paper  that  came  to 
hand  —  backs  of  letters  and  bills,  slips  torn  from  any  paper 
that  had  a  blank  margin,  letters  themselves  converted  into 
palimpsests  by  cross  writing,  abound  amongst  the  records, 
closely  covered  with  catalogue  and  index-marks,  precis  of 
the  contents  of  each  paper  or  parchment,  calculations  of 
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interest,  valuations  of  farms,  &c.  &c.  written  in  a  firm,  close 
hand,  with  great  accuracy  of  spelling  and  facility  of  ex- 
pression. In  looking  over  these  various  papers  I  have 
discerned  a  singular  peculiarity,  showing  the  care  and  pre- 
cision with  which  he  transacted  business.  Out  of  more 
than  twenty  of  his  signatures  there  are  only  two  alike,  and 
these  are  dated  on  the  same  day  !  He  seems  to  have 
resided  constantly  at  Oulton,  and  about  the  year  1752  he 
began  to  enclose  into  a  park,  with  a  brick  wall,  part  of 
the  lands  in  the  respective  parishes  of  Little  Budworth  and 
Tarporley,  which  he  used  for  his  colts  and  a  few  tame  deer. 
In  1756  he  turned  out  thirty  head  of  deer,  and  these  had 
increased,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  to  two  hundred.  He 
was  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  turf  and  field-sports  of  the 
day,  and  kept  up  a  large  establishment  of  race-horses  and 
fighting-cocks,  and  was  a  frequent  winner  at  the  Chester 
and  Farndon  race-meetings.  His  lady,  also,  patronized 
the  Chester  races,  as  I  find  by  the  Sporting  Kalendar  of 
1754  that  a  plate  of  fifty  pounds  was  won  by  Madame 
Egertori's  grey  filly,  Timoclea.  The  catalogue  of  sale  of  his 
personal  effects,  at  his  death,  now  in  my  possession,  com- 
prised seventy-one  horses  of  all  descriptions,  and  seventeen 
guns.  It  was  during  his  occupancy  that  the  cattle  plague 
appeared  in  the  country  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  prompt 
and  energetic  measures  taken  by  the  magistrates  and  others 
(as  shown  by  the  original  documents  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Egerton  Warburton,  of  Arley,  and  privately  pub- 
lished by  him)  to  isolate  the  county,  the  dreaded  invasion 
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took  place,  and  the  havoc  caused  by  it  was  scarcely  ex- 
ceeded by  the  rinderpest  of  1866,  considering  the  total 
stock,  of  cattle  in  the  county  at  the  two  periods.  I  have 
a  list  of  the  losses  on  the  Egerton  estates  in  the  years 
1749-50-51,  amounting  to  466  head. 

Philip  Egerton  added  largely  to  the  family  estates  by 
purchase  of  lands  in  Astbury,  Malpas,  Egerton,  Bickerton, 
Blakenhall,  Rushton,  Eaton,  and  Tranmere.  Having  no 
issue  by  his  marriage  with  Miss  Jeffreys,  who  died  June  4, 
1762,  he  directed  by  his  will  that  all  the  property  he  had 
acquired,  or  was  entitled  to  under  the  settlement,  should  be 
offered  to  his  brother  John,  or  his  heirs  male,  for  a  sum  of 
^10,800  (to  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder  in  case  of  refusal), 
and  the  proceeds,  in  either  case,  together  with  £2000  over 
which  he  had  appointment,  to  be  added  to  the  amount 
realised  by  the  sale  of  his  personalty,  and  equally  divided 
between  his  twelve  nephews  and  nieces.  He  died  on  the 
26th  of  September,  1766,  and  was  buried  at  Little 
Budworth. 

John  Egerton  inherited  the  family  estates  on  the 
death  of  his  brother,  subject  to  the  proviso  contained  in  the 
will.  The  offer  of  the  purchased  estates  therein  made 
was  too  advantageous  to  be  neglected ;  it  was  consequently 
accepted  on  the  part  of  John  Egerton  and  his  son  Philip, 
next  heir  to  the  estates.  He  married,  in  172P,  Elizabeth 
daughter  and  heiress  of  William  Brock,  of  Upton,  Esq., 
by  which  union  the  Upton  property  was  added  to  the 
estates.     He  resided  at  Broxton  during  the  life  of  his  elder 
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brother,  and  hence  was  known  as  John  of  Bkoxton.     He 

filled   the   office   of  High   Sheriff  in   the  year  1758.     His 

eldest  son  John  married,  in  1746,  fetnrfa  daughter  of  John  ^■>>-»\e 

Hughes,   of  Halkin,  Esq.  ;    but  he   died  without   issue  in 

1762.     He  obtained  possession  of  the  old  residence  of  the 

Birds  of  Broxton,  by  purchase  from  James  Tomkinson,  who 

had  bought  it  from  the  Gleggs,  to  whom  it  descended  from 

the  Birds,  but  his  circumstances  were  so  much  embarrassed 

at   the    time  of  his   death,   that    the    greater   part    of  the 

purchase  money  was   left  to   be  discharged  by  his   father. 

John  of  Broxton  did  not  live  long  in  enjoyment  of  the 

family  estates.     He  died  in  1770,  and  was  buried  at  Little 

Budworth.     His  wife  predeceased  him  in  1756.     The  issue 

of  the  marriage  was   John,   already    noticed ;    Philip,   who 

succeeded  ;  and  Anne,  marrried  to  Roger  Barnston,  prebend  ^ 

of  Chester;    Mary,  wife    of^Philip    Puleston,    ^. ;    and   :^*^.  j  '^-^j 

Elizabeth,*  unmarried.     A  full-length  portrait  of  John  of 

Broxton  was  destroyed  when  the  old  Town-hall  of  Chester 

was  burnt  down  in   1862. 

Philip  Egerton,  of  Egerton  and  Oulton,  succeeded  Ph.up  Egerton. 
his  father,  John,  his  elder  brother,  having  died  prematurely. 
He  was  born  in  173!,  and  was  married  at  Wrexham  Church 
on  the  9th  of  April,  1765,  to  his  cousin,  Mary,  only 
daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Haskin  Eyles-Styles,  Baronet, 
sister  and  »ole  heiress  to  her  brother.  Sir  John,  who  died 
without  issue  the  ist  of  November,  1768.  By  this 
marriage  there  was  a  numerous  family  of  fourteen  children. 

•  A  portrait  of  Elizabeth  by  Daniel  Gardner  is  preserved  at  Oulton. 
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John,  the  eldest  son,  succeeded  his  father  ;  Philip  was  the 
next  possessor  of  the  family  estates ;  the  other  sons 
were  :  William,  in  the  East  India  Company's  service, 
who  was  killed  by  the  upsetting  of  the  Chester  Mail 
Wjflfo't-rl  -  Coach  near  Hrrrckky,  in  1827.  He  married  Sibella, 
daughter  of  Robert  Boswell,  Esq.,  and  left  three  sons 
and  four  daughters.  Sir  Charles  Bulkely,  G.C.M.G., 
K.C.H.,  a  General  in  the  Army,  married  Charlotte,  only 
daughter  of  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Trowbridge,  and  had 
issue  three  sons,  of  whom  the  second,  Graham,  distin- 
guished himself  greatly  in  the  Crimean  war,  and  lost 
CktiAt^  UacA-^  /IPS')  his  life  there.     Francis,   Lieutenant    in   the  Royal    Navy, 

died  at  sea  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship,  '  Unity,'  in 
1799.  Thomas,  a  Major  in  the  29th  Regiment,  who  died 
in  18 12,  and  was  buried  at  South  Busted,  in  the  County 
of  Sussex.  Rowland,  in  holy  orders,  married  Emma, 
daughter  and  sole  heiress  of  John  Croxton,  of  Norley 
Bank,  Esq.,  niece  of  Sir  Peter  Warburton  of  Arley,  Baronet.  t*-e  die^*i' 
David  de  Malpas  died  in  1809,  and  was  buried  at  Whit- 
beck.  Richard,  C.B.,  a  General  in  the  Army,  Colonel 
of  the  46th  Regiment,  married  Arabella,  daughter  of 
Henry  Tomitkinson,  of  Dorfold,  Esq.,  and  died  without 
issue  in  i&zF;r./^.The  daughters  were  Sibilla-Anne,  died 
young  ;  Elizabeth,  married  to  Sir  John  Delves  Broughton, 
of  Doddington,  Baronet ;  Mary,  wife  of  Charles,  third  son 
of  Sir  Peter  Leycester,  Baronet ;  Frances,  wife  of  Thomas 
Tarleton,  of  Bolesworth  Castle,  Esq.  ;  Sibilla,  second  wife 
of  Randle  Wilbraham,  of  Rode,  Esq.     Of  these,  the  two 
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eldest,  John  and  Philip,  were  born  at  Broxton  in  1766  and 
1767.  On  the  death  of  his  father,  Philip  took  up  his 
residence  at  Oulton,  where  he  carried  out  extensive  improve- 
ments both  in  the  house  and  demesne.  The  magnificent 
trees  which  now  adorn  the  park  and  pleasure-ground  were, 
with  the  exception  of  the  oaks  and  a  few  others,  planted  by 
him,  as  I  find  by  the  nurseryman's  bill  now  in  my  posses- 
sion, corroborated  by  the  computation  of  the  ages  of  some 
of  the  trees  by  means  of  the  rings  of  annual  growth. 
These  improvements  were  carried  on  under  the  advice 
and  superintendence  of  the  celebrated  landscape-gardener, 
William  Eames,  and  his  pupil  Webb,  whose  accounts  from 
the  year  1778  to  1780,  amount  to  above  ;^iooo.  In 
1773  he  built,  from  the  designs  of  Joseph  Turner,  the 
present  entrance-lodge,  and  the  double  flights  of  steps 
which  formerly  led  to  the  entrance-hall  of  the  house,  at  a 
cost  of  ;^570,  exclusive  of  the  lodge-gates,  which  costj^54, 
and  the  architect's  bill  of  £^6.  He  laid  out  large  sums  of 
money  in  painting  and  refurnishing  the  house,  and  added 
largely  to  the  library  of  books.  Many  articles  purchased  at 
this  period  are  still  preserved  at  Oulton,  amongst  others, 
the  marble  chimney-piece  in  the  dining-room,  which  cost 
£iig  6s.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  patrons  of  Josiah 
Wedgwood,  from  whom  he  obtained  his  supply  of  crockery. 
He  also  employed  Duesbury,  of  Derby,  for  ornamental 
china  and  other  articles  of  fine  porcelain,  for  which  the 
Derby-Chelsea  works  were  so  famous.*  Many  of  them, 
*  See  Oulton  Catalogue,  p.  69. 
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including  an  entire  dessert  service,  are  still  in  use  at  Oulton 
Park.  Painters  also  came  in  for  a  share  of  his  liberality. 
He  employed  Daniel  Gardner  to  take  portraits  of  himself 
and  his  family  in  oils  and  water  cokmfs-;*  and  Joseph  cr-oya- 
Stringer,  of  Knutsford,  for  equestrian  subjects.  He  was 
devoted  to  the  sports  of  the  pit  and  the  field.  He  kept 
hounds  and  cocks,  the  latter  being  trained  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  celebrated  Doctor  Belayse.  He  was  also 
fond  of  natural  history,  and  had  a  good  collection  of  fancy 
pigeons  and  wild  fowl.  The  prices  for  some  of  these  I 
find  in  two  bills  which  are  given  in  the  Appendix  No.  lo. 
He  superadded  to  those  amusements  which  had  characterised 
his  ancestors  for  many  generations,  a  passion  for  angling. 
He  obtained  a  lease  of  Oakmere  from  Mr.  Cholmondeley,  of 
Valeroyal,  and  built  a  fishing-lodge  there,  where  he  spent 
most  of  his  leisure  time.  In  1774  he  purchased  a  fishery 
on  the  river  Derwent,  near  Duffield,  in  Derbyshire,  and 
there  he  also  spent  a  considerable  sum  in  erecting  and 
furnishing  a  fishing-house.  He  served  the  office  of  High 
Sheriff  of  Cheshire  in  1769.  He  exercised  unbounded 
hospitality  both  to  high  and  low.  All  who  chose  to 
partake  of  his  liberality  were  heartily  welcome. 

It  is  no  wonder,  then,  that  in  the  latter  years  of  his 
life  his  reckless  and  lavish  expenditure  told  heavily  on  his 
resources.  Retrenchment  became  absolutely  necessary  ;  and 
as  this  was  impossible  so  long  as  the  establishment  was  kept 
up  at  Oulton,  he  retired  with  his  family  to  a  house  on  his 
*  Oulton  Catalogue,  pp.  36,  47,  and  52. 
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Wallasea   property,  called   Mockbeggar  Hall,   or   Leasowe 
Castle,    where    he    passed    the    remainder    of    his    days    in 
seclusion,  and  died  there  in  May,  1786,  at  the  esi^  age  of 
.  f-Hitiy.ffglit.     He   had   added    considerably   to    the    acreage 

of  the  estate  by  the  purchase  of  property  at  Broxton  and 
elsewhere,  at  the  cost  of  ^41,900,  inclusive  of  the  money 
paid  to  his  uncle  Philip's  trustees ;  the  estate  was  neverthe- 
less heavily  deteriorated  by  his  extravagance.  His  widow 
was  fortunately  a  woman  of  rare  ability,  with  a  clear  head, 
great  judgment,  and  good  sense,  and  a  remarkable  aptitude 
for  transacting  legal  and  monetary  business.  She  was  also 
a  good  classical  scholar,  and  having  an  extensive  knowledge 
of  botany,  she  corresponded  (in  Latin  as  I  have  been  told) 
with  Linnaeus,  and  other  celebrated  men  of  science  of  the 
period.  She  was  left  sole  executrix  of  her  husband's  will ; 
and  soon  after  his  death  she  set  to  work  to  grapple  with 
the  complicated  and  gigantic  embarrassments  which  over- 
shadowed the  family  estates.  How  great  an  undertaking 
this  was  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  paragraph  in 
one  of  her  letters  to  her  son  John  in  1797.  Apologising 
for  writing  to  him  on  the  Sabbath-day,  she  says  : — '  This 
is  the  only  day  on  which  I  have  had  any  rest  or  leisure  for 
some  time  past  from  the  tedious  business  of  transcribing  and 
arranging  the  complicated  affairs  of  eleven  years.'  Finding 
the  personalty  and  other  assets  wholly  inadequate  to  meet 
the  creditors,  she  was  obliged,  after  a  laborious  struggle 
of  many  years,  to  have  recourse  to  Chancery  ;  and  in  the 
year  1799  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  vesting  the  fee 
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simple  of  the  several  estates  recited,  in  trustees,  to  be  sold 
for  discharging  the  debts,  and  the  surplus  (if  any)  to  be 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  be  settled  to  the  same 
uses.  Under  this  Act  a  considerable  extent  of  property- 
was  sold ;  the  debts  and  mortgages,  and  some  other  in- 
cumbrances, were  discharged,  and  the  surplus  mvested  in  the 
purchase  of  Massey  Hall,  in  Broxton,  and  Humstone  Hall, 
in  Rushton.  Mrs.  Egerton  survived  her  husband  thirty- 
five  years,  and  died  in  1 821,  in  her  seventy-eighth  year. 

Sir  John  Egerton,  Bt.  JoHN     EgERTON,      OF     EgERTON     AND     OuLTON,     WaS     a 

minor  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death.  He  was  born  on 
the  nth  of  July,  1766,  at  Broxton.  At  the  early  age  of 
six  years  he  was  sent,  with  his  brother  Philip,  then  only 
five,  to  school  with  Mr.  R.  Vanburgh,  where  he  remained 
several  years.  In  1782  he  was  placed  under  the  care  of  a 
private  tutor,  Mr.  Church,  of  Bampton,  who  speaks  thus 
of  him  in  one  of  his  letters : — '  I  have  the  satisfaction  to 
inform  you  that  your  son  is,  without  exception,  the  best- 
tempered  youth  I  ever  met  with,  and  that  he  seems  to  be 
an  entire  stranger  to  every  kind  of  vice.  He  is  extremely 
diligent,  and  willing  to  read  as  much  as  I  think  fit.'  In 
1787,  the  year  after  his  father's  death,  he  went  abroad  with 
a  travelling  tutor,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year 
he  joined  the  party  of  Lord  and  Lady  Wilton  at  Nice,  and 
accompanied  them  on  a  tour  through  the  north  of  Italy — 
by  Genoa,  Milan,  Verona,  Venice,  Padua,  Bologna,  Fer- 
rara,  Parma,  Turin,  and  thence  by  Mont  Cenis  to  Geneva.* 
*  Diary  of  the  Hon.  Miss  Egerton. 
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The  passage  of  the  Mont  Cenis  at  this  period  contrasts 
strangely  with  the  facilities  now  afforded  by  the  railway, 
and  the  still  greater  rapidity  to  be  expected  when  the  tun- 
nel is  completed.     It  is  thus  described  in  the  Diary : — 

'■Tuesday,  June  3,  1 788. 
'  We  set  out  between  six  and  seven  o'clock,  and  arrived  soon  at 
Novalisse,  seated  at  the  foot  of  Mont  Cenis,  where  our  carriage 
was  taken  off  the  wheels,  and  carried  by  mules  between  two  poles  ; 
the  trunks  and  luggage  were  also  conveyed  in  the  same  manner,  and 
the  four  wheels  were  drawn  by  eight  oxen.  The  gentlemen  rode 
on  mules  ;  and  my  mother,  myself,  and  our  maid  were  carried  in  a 
kind  of  slight  seat  with  arms,  upon  poles,  and  with  a  small  piece 
of  wood  slung  by  cords  to  support  our  feet.' 

It  is  most  likely  that  during  this  tour  Mr.  Egerton 
acquired  the  love  and  taste  for  the  fine  arts  which  he  so 
much  cultivated  in  after  years.  On  his  return  to  England 
he  found  the  family  affairs  still  unsettled,  so  that  he  was 
unable  to  enter  into  full  enjoyment  of  the  family  estates. 
In  1793  he  was  high  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  in  1795  he 
married  Maria,  daughter  of  Thomas  Scott  Jackson,  Esq. 
(whose  widow,  Maria's  mother,  was  subsequently  married 
to  Sir  Thomas  Broughton,  of  Doddington,  Baronet,  as  his 
third  wife),  and  took  up  his  abode  at  Oulton.  The  sales 
necessary  for  the  discharge  of  his  father's  debts,  and  other 
incumbrances,  had  so  seriously  clipped  the  acreage,  and 
curtailed  the  rental  of  the  estates,  that,  finding  the  yearly 
income  insufficient  to  keep  up  the  requisite  expenditure, 
after  a  short  trial  he  closed  the  establishment,  and  took 
a  house   for  a  few  years  in   London.     In    1797   he  had  a 
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professional  survey  of  the  property  made  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Buckland,  who  reported  that  the  house  must  occasion  a  great 
deal  of  expense  in  repairs  and  keeping  up,  and  appeared  to 
be  of  greater  size  than  the  estate  required,  and  that  the 
farms  were  in  a  very  ruinous  state,  and  a  great  many  of 
the  houses  and  offices  going  very  fast  to  decay  ;  that  the 
generality  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  different  farms 
appeared  to  be  very  badly  managed,  and  suffered  to  be 
overrun  with  weeds,  &c.  However,  by  care  and  good 
management,  the  estates  gradually  recovered  from  this  de- 
pression, (such  is  the  elasticity  of  landed  property  when 
judiciously  handled  ;)  and,  after  a  few  years'  absence,  he 
again  took  up  his  residence  at  Oulton.  On  the  dissolution 
of  parliament,  in  1807,  he  was  unanimously  elected  mem- 
ber of  parliament  for  the  city  of  Chester,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Drax  Grosvenor,  who  retired.  In  1812  he  offered 
himself  for  re-election,  but  was  met  by  the  opposition  of 
the  powerful  house  of  Eaton,  who  sought  to  influence 
the  choice  of  the  electors  in  the  return  of  both  members. 
The  contest  was  a  severe  and  costly  one,  but  it  resulted 
in  the  return  of  Mr.  Egerton  by  a  majority  of  twenty- 
seven  over  his  opponent.  Sir  Richard  Brooke.  In  1818 
he  again  contested  the  city  against  the  house  of  Eaton,  and 
was  defeated  by  thirty  votes.  This  return  was  petitioned 
against  on  the  ground  of  bribery  and  corruption ;  but  the 
Committee  resolved  that  the  sitting  members  were  duly 
elected.  Nothing  daunted  by  this  defeat,  he  again  contested 
the  representation  of  the  City  on  the  next  occasion,  in  1820, 
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and  was  again  defeated,  the  majority  against  him  being 
eighteen.  The  expenses  of  these  electioneering  contests 
were  enormous,  and  caused  the  estates  to  be  again  damaged 
by  the  sale  of  property  and  timber.  In  the  year  1814,  the 
Earl  of  Wilton  died,  and  he  being  the  last  male  descendant 
of  the  first  house  of  Egerton,  the  old  family  honours, — 
but  nothing  more  substantial  —  passed  to  the  house  of 
Oulton.  The  Earldom  of  Wilton,  by  the  terms  of  the 
patent  of  1801,  went  to  the  second  son  of  his  only  daughter 
EUeanor,  married  to  Robert,  Viscount  Belgrave,  afterwards 
Marquis  of  Westminster.  The  baronetcy  devolved  upon 
Sir  John  Egerton,  who  obtained  a  Royal  License  to  as- 
sume the  name  of  Grey  before  that  of  Egerton,  and  to  quarter 
the  arms  and  bear  the  supporters  of  Grey  de  Wilton.  Sir 
John  was  a  patron  of  the  turf,  and  was  very  successful  over 
the  Chester  course.  His  first  horse  was  Ptarmigan,  who 
won  at  Chester  in  1 806  ;  and  from  that  date  until  his  death 
he  kept  up  a  racing  stud  at  Oulton.  He  had  considerable 
taste  and  judgment  in  the  fine  arts,  and  was  a  great  admirer 
of  oil-paintings  in  particular.  He  was  one  of  the  origi- 
nators and  first  Governors  of  the  British  Institution,  and  a 
frequent  purchaser  of  works  exhibited  there  in  after  years. 
He  also  acquired  some  fine  works  of  the  ancient  masters, 
and  many  interesting  objects  of  vertu  and  books,  during  his 
frequent  visits  to  Italy.  About  the  year  1816,  under  the 
advice  of  his  friends.  Sir  Andrew  Barnard  and  Nash,  the 
Architect,  he  projected  some  alterations  in  the  house  at 
Oulton,    which    were    carried    out    under    the    direction   of 
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Lewis  Wyatt  The  chief  ones  were  the  demolition  of  the 
summer-house  and  stables  in  the  park ;  the  alteration  of  the 
living-rooms,  so  as  to  throw  them  en  suite ;  the  enlargement 
of  the  dining-room  ;  heightening  the  drawing-room  ;  the 
removal  of  the  double  flight  of  steps  to  the  entrance-hall, 
erected  by  his  father ;  the  addition  of  a  terrace  to  the 
house,  and  the  erection  of  a  new  range  of  stables.  These 
alterations  were  only  partly  finished  at  the  time  of  his 
death  ;  and  a  large  sum  of  money  was  owing  on  account 
of  them,  which  necessitated  the  sale  of  the  Wallasea  estate. 
He  died  at  Richmond  in  1825,  and  was  buried  at  Little 
Budworth  on  the  8th  of  June  of  that  year.  As  he  had 
been  for  some  years  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  Cheshire, 
his  obsequies  were  attended  with  great  pomp,  and  accom- 
panied by  a  large  body  of  Freemasons.  He  left  no  issue, 
and  was  succeeded  in  the  family  honours  and  estates  by  his 
brother,  the  Rev.  Sir  Philip  Grey-Egerton,  Baronet,  Rector 
of  the  Higher  Mediety  of  Malpas  and  of  Tarporley. 
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1.  Sir  Philip  Egerton,  Kt. 

2.  John  Egerton. 

3-    Sir  John  Egerton,  Kt. 

4.  Sir  Rowland  Egerton,  Bar 

5.  The  Hun.  Lady  Egerton. 


6.  Sir  John  Egerton,  Bart 

7.  Sir  Philip  Egerton,  Kt 

8.  Lady  Egerton. 

9.  John  Egerton. 

10.  The  Rev.  Doctor  Egcrt 


11.  Philip  Egerton. 

12.  John  Egerton,  of  Broxton. 

13.  Philip  Egerton. 

14-  Sir  John  Grey  Egerton,  Bt. 


APPENDIX. 


No.  I. 

|HE  Brereton  Chancel  now  passes  by  the  name  of 
'  Egerton's  Chancel.'  It  is  inclosed  by  a  screen  of 
carved  oak,  round  the  upper  part  of  which  is  in- 
scribed, '  Pray,  good  people,  for  the  prosperous  estate 
of  Sir  Rondulph  Brereton,  of  thys  werke  edificatour,  wyth  his 
wyfe,  dame  Helenour,  and  after  thys  lyfe  transytorie  to  obteyne 
eternal  felicitie.  Amen.  Amen.'  In  this  chancel  is  an  altar- 
tomb  of  white  alabaster,  which  has  been  originally  painted  and 
gilt ;  round  the  edges  of  the  slab  runs  the  following  inscription  : 
'  Hie  jacent  Randulfus  Brereton^  Miles  Baronit'  ac  Camerar  Ccstr\ 
et  D'na  Elymra  uxor  ejus,  qui  quidem  Randulfus  et  Elynora  dum 
humanis  vixerunt,  banc  tumbam  fieri  fecerunt,  scilicet  in  festo  Sc'i 
Michaelis  Archangeli,  anno  d'ni  millesimo  quingentesimo  vicesimo 
secundo,  quorum  a'i'abus  p'pitietur  Deus.  Amen.'  On  the  side  of 
the  tomb  are  seven  figures  in  niches,  under  very  elegant  Gothic 
canopies ;  and  on  the  slab  are  the  recumbent  figures  of  the  founders 
of  the  oratory,  Sir  Randle  Brereton,  of  Malpas  and  Shockiach,  and 
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his  Lady  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Peter  Button,  of  Hatton,  Esq. 
beautifully  executed  in  white  marble  (alabaster — Ed.).  The  knight 
is  in  plate  armour,  with  a  collar  of  SS.,  a  lion  at  his  feet,  and  his 
head  reposing  on  his  helmet,  with  the  crest  of  Brereton.  The  lady's 
head  reposes  on  a  double  cushion,  supported  by  a  figure  in  a  robe ; 
her  hair,  bound  with  a  narrow  ribbon,  appears  under  a  veil,  and  the 
lower  part  of  her  mantle  is  guarded  by  a  small  dog  on  each  side, 
as  is  usually  the  case  in  the  monumental  figures  of  females  of  this 
and  the  preceding  century.  The  cords  which  hold  her  mantle  over 
the  breast  are  tastefully  drawn  together  on  the  waist,  and  terminate 
in  tassels  at  the  knee.' — Ormerod,  vol.  ii.  p.  343. 


No.    II. 

Will  of  Sir  Rowland  Egerton,  Bart. 

'  In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  The  second  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  one  thousand  sixe  hundred  and 
fortie,  and  in  the  sixteenth  yeare  of  the  Raigne  of  our  Soveraigne 
Lord  Charles  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland,  Fraunce, 
and  Ireland,  King  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.  I  S"^  Rowland 
Egerton  of  Farthingoe  in  the  Countie  of  Northampton  Knight  and 
Barronett,  beinge  in  perfect  healthe  of  body  and  of  sounde  mynde, 
prayse  Almightie  God  therefore,  but  consideringe  myne  age  and 
the  frayle  estate  of  all  flesh  for  disposing  of  that  estate  which  God 
of  his  mercie  hath  bestowed  upon  mee,  doe  make  my  last  Will 
and  Testament  in  manner  and  forme  followinge.  First  I  doe 
bequeath  my  soule  into  the  hands  of  Almightie  God  my  maker 
and  Redeemer    in    the    merrits    of  whose    passion    I    onlie   expect 
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salvacion,  Amen.  My  bodye  to  bee  Buryed  in  the  Chancell  of 
the  parishe  Churche  of  Farthingoe,  aforesaid.  Item,  I  doe  bequeath 
to  my  beloved  wyfe  Dame  Bridgette  Egerton,  the  use  and  occu- 
pacion,  duringe  her  naturall  life  of  all  my  furniture  and  goodes 
within  my  house  at  Farthingoe,  Excepting  my  money  &  specialties 
&  securities  for  mony  and  debts.  And  I  will  that  my  foure  sonnes 
Philippe,  John,  Charles  and  Rowland  shall  have  the  same  after 
her  decease,  equallie  to  bee  divided  amongst  them.  And  I  doe 
devise  to  my  daughter  Elizabeth  Egerton,  two  thousand  pounds 
to  bee  paid  unto  her  within  one  yeare  after  my  decease.  And 
I  doe  devise  to  my  Trustie  and  faithfull  servant  John  Hawkey, 
Tenne  poundes,  whome  I  do  constitute  and  appoint  Executor  of 
this  my  last  Will  and  Testament.  The  Residue  of  all  my  Goodes 
and  Chattells,  my  debtes  and  Legacies  paid  and  Funeralls  discharged, 
I  give  and  devise  unto  my  saide  foure  sonnes,  Phillippe,  John, 
Charles  and  Rowland,  equallie  to  bee  devided  betweene  them. 
And  I  doe  appointe  as  overseers  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament, 
John  Minshall  of  Minshall  in  the  Countie  of  Chester,  and  Thomas 
Cholmondeley  of  the  Vale  Royall  in  the  Countie  of  Chester, 
esquire,  to  everye  of  which  I  doe  give  for  theire  paynes  five 
poundes  a  peece  to  buy  them  rlnges.  In  witness  whereof  I  have 
hereunto  sette  my  hande  the  day  and  yeare  above  written.  Row  : 
Egerton.  Published  in  the  presence  of  John  Whistler,  Tho. 
Woodfen,  Thomas  Houghton,  Joseph  Hobbes. 


No.  III. 

LiVERPOOLE, 

Sciant  omnes  futuri  et  presentes  quod  septodecimo  die 
Julii  Anno  Regni  Regis  Caroli  secundi  dei  gra  Anglias  decimo 
nono  Annoque  dni  millesimo  sexentessimo  sexagessimo  septimo 
Philippus  Egerton  miles  apud  Burgu  de  Liverpoole  in  Comitat 
Lancastriae  coram  me  Carole  Comit  de  Darbie  maior  Burgi 
de  Liverpoole  predict,  Thoma  Bicksteth  et  John  Bulkeley,  Ballii 
Aldermani  et  liber  Burgess  ejusdiTi  Burgi,  adtunc  et  ibm  presentibus 
dignissime  admissus  fuit  et  juratus  Liber  Burgus  Burgi  predict. 
Habendum,  gaudendum,  et  Recipiendum  omnes  Liberas  libertates, 
Privilegia,  fFranchess,  immunitates,  et  consuetudines,  Quos  Aliquis 
Liber  Burgus,  Burgi  predict,  Habet  vel  habuit,  vel  quosismodo 
habere,  Recipere  vel  Gaudere  habeat  vel  debeat.  In  cujus  Rei 
testimonium  Ego  Prefat  Comes  de  Darbie  maior  Burgi  predict  Hijs 
presentibus  subscripsi  Et  Coinmne  Sigillum  Burgi  predict  apponi 
feci,  decimo  octavo  die  Julii  Anno  Regni  Regis  nunc,  &c.  decimo 
nono  supradi9to. 

DERBY. 


No.  IV. 

Articles  concluded  and  agreed  uppon  the  28"'  Jan''  Anno  Dni 
1 63 1  By  the  Right  hon'''^  Robert  Lord  Viscount  Chol- 
mondeley  and  by  diverse  Knights,  Esquires,  and  Gentlemen 
within  the  Hundred  whose  names  are  subscribed  Contribu- 
tors for  the  maintenance  of  a  Ffree  Cupp  to  bee  runn  for 
yearly  and  perpetually  at  Ffarndon.      As  foUoweth  : 

It  is  agreed  that  uppon  Monday  next  followinge  the  second  day 
of  March  called  St.  Chadd  a  piece  of  Plate  to  the  value  of  ^8  att 
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least  shall  for  ever  yearly  bee  brought  to  the  Towne  of  Ffarndon 
and  there,  betwixt  the  howers  of  12  and  one  of  the  clock  shall 
bee  delivered  to  the  hands  of  the  Judges  hereafter  yearly  to  bee 
named,  when  and  where  it  shall  be  lawfull  for  any  Nobleman, 
Knight,  Esquire,  and  Gentleman,  and  all  others  well-wishers  and 
favourers  of  Running  Horses,  the  same  day  betwixt  the  houers 
aforesaid  to  bringe  to  the  said  Course,  called  Ffarndon  Hay,  any 
Horse,  Gelding  or  Mare  they  please.  And  what  Horse,  Gelding 
or  Mare  shall  first  atteyne  the  end  of  the  Course  By  the  Judgment 
of  three  Gentlemen  or  the  major  part  of  them  indifferently  elected 
and  nomynated  and  appoynted  before  the  course  beginne  to  decyde 
and  determyne  the  same  and  all  controversies  that  shall  happen 
thereuppon  to  arise.  The  Owner,  Master  or  Rider  of  the  same 
Horse,  Gelding  or  Mare  shall  lovingly  and  peaceably  receave  the 
said  Piece  of  Plate  into  his  hands  and  custody  and  after  freely 
dispose  of  the  same  att  his  pleasure. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  now  held  the  true  meaninge  of  theise 
Articles,  that  noe  Rider  of  any  Horse,  Gelding  or  Mare  that  shall 
be  adjudged  to  come  first  to  the  end  of  the  Course  shall  take  the 
benefit  of  the  Plate  unles  it  likewise  appeare  to  the  Judges  who 
are  to  enquyre  before  the  plate  bee  delivered  upp  whether  every 
such  Rider  respectively  hath  duly  and  truly  observed  and  kept  the 
conditions  ffbllowinge. 

1.  It  is  fully  agreed  uppon  that  every  Rider  shall  weigh  10  stone 

weight  allowinge  14""  to  the  stone  havinge  an  allowance 
onely  of  half  a  pound  accordinge  to  the  usual!  custom  of 
Horsemanshipp.  And  that  the  Ryder  of  every  horse  geldinge 
and  mare  shall  bringe  the  said  horse  geldinge  or  mare  to  the 
said  Course  bridled  and  sadled  and  the  same  bridled  and 
sadled  with  his  full  weight  shall  ryde  to  the  east  end  of 
the  Course. 

2.  It  is  likewise  concluded  and  agreed  for  preventinge  of  incon- 

veniencyes  that  may  arise  that  noe  Ryders  shall  start  away 


before  the  watchword  which  is  St.  George  bee  pronounced 
by  one  thereunto  appoynted.  And  the  Riders  beeinge  see 
started  shall  leave  all  the  Poles  placed  uppon  the  Course 
uppon  the  right  hand,  and  leave  the  Pole  they  are  to  turne 
about  likewise  on  the  right  hand  goeing  and  connieinge  and 
then  uppon  their  returne  all  the  other  Poles  on  their  left 
hand. 

3.  Item,  it  is  also  fully  concluded  and  agreed   that  noe   Ryder 

shall  lay  his  hand  uppon  the  Bridle  of  any  other  horse 
geldinge  or  mare,  or  shall  with  his  hand,  rodd  or  whipp 
willingly  stay  or  strike  any  other  rider's  horse  geldinge  or 
mare  But  shall  fayrely  and  horsemanlike  demeane  and  carry 
himselfe  throughout  the  wholle  Course  as  may  preserve 
unity  and  peace  amongst  the  gentlemen  whose  servants 
they  are,  and  for  whose  sakes  and  for  the  mutuality  of 
fFriendship  and  kind  society  amongst  them  this  sport  was 
first  devised  and  intended  for  ever  to  bee  contynued.  And 
that  Ryder  that  shall  bee  justly  taxed  and  proved  to  forgett 
himselfe  theron  fFor  ever  after  to  bee  disabled  to  ryde  any 
horse  geldinge  or  mare  upon  the  said  Course  for  the  said 
Cup. 

4.  Item  :  it  is  likewise  fully  concluded  and  agreed  and  it  is  the 

true  meanenge  of  these  Articles  that  noe  man  shall  bringe 
any  horse  geldinge  or  mare  to  the  Course  aforesaid  now  or 
at  any  tyme  hereafter  to  take  any  benefit  of  the  plate,  that 
hath  nott  heretofore  contributed  to  the  manteynance  of  the 
sport  unless  before  the  starteinge  of  the  said  horse  geldinge 
or  mare  he  shall  depositt  the  sum  of  20s.  in  the  hande  of 
the  Judges  who  are  appoynted  for  receipt  thereof  which 
summe  or  summes  of  7.0s.  shall  bee  disposed  of  after  the 
end  of  the  Course  to  the  Augmentacion  of  the  plate  onely 
exceptinge  such  necessary  disbursements  as  for  the  repayre 
of  the  that  day  brok  downe  and  the  settinge 
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upp  of  Poles  and  Ropes  being  xii^  vi''.  and  tenne  shillinges 
to  the  poore  yearely. 

5.  Item  it  is  likewise  fullie  concluded  and  agreed  that  noe  gentle- 

man or  other  that  hath  beene  a  Contributor  to  this  Course 
shall  in  his  name  and  by  his  priviledge  bringe  in  any  horse 
geldinge  or  mare  to  runn  or  shall  take  the  benefitt  of  the 
Plate  unless  it  doe  evidently  appeare  that  hee  is  the  proper 
owner  of  the  said  horse  geldinge  or  mare  or  doe  in  due  time 
tender  twentie  shillings  as  in  the  precedent  article. 

6.  Item  it  is  likwise  fullie  concluded  and  agreed  that  what  Ryder 

shall  offend  in  these  former  Articles  (viz.)  in  not  carryinge 
ten  stone  weight  within  one  halffepound  to  the  end  of  the 
Course  or  shall  not  have  his  horse  geldinge  or  mare  bridled 
and  saddled  at  the  end  thereof  or  shall  start  before  the 
watchword  given  or  shall  not  leave  all  the  poles  and  the 
pole  hee  is  to  turne  about  uppon  the  right  hand  goeing  and 
cominge  and  all  the  other  poles  uppon  his  returne  on  the 
left  hand  or  shall  directly  and  apparantly  use  any  foule  play 
with  his  hands  or  otherwise  or  shall  now  or  at  any  tyme 
hereafter  runn  his  horse  geldinge  or  mare  that  hath  not 
formerly  beene  a  contributor  to  this  sport  untill  hee  hath 
every  yeare  first  deposited  Twenty  shillings  or  iff  hee  hath 
been  a  Contributor  yet  if  hee  bringe  any  other  mans  horse 
geldinge  or  mare  to  runn  that  is  not  (bona  fide)  his  owne  or 
do  not  deposite  his  Twenty  shillings  that  then  that  Ryder 
that  shall  bee  truly  convicted  of  all  or  any  of  these  offences 
before  the  Judges  or  the  major  part  of  them  although  his 
horse  geldinge  or  mare  come  first  to  the  end  of  the  course 
yet  in  regard  of  his  disobedience  to  these  articles  which  may 
produce  unkindness  amongst  Gentlemen  hee  shall  bee 
utterly  debarred  from  enjoyinge  the  Plate  that  yeare  and  the 
Rider  of  that  horse  geldinge  or  mare  that  hath  fairly 
observed   the   former  conditions  and  shall  come  in  next  to 
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and  the  fruits  of  his  honesty  to  have  the  Plate. 

7.  Item,  it  is  likewise  fully  concluded  and  agreed  that   if  any 

Noble-minded  Gentleman  of  what  Ranke  and  Conditions 
soever  shall  please  out  of  their  bounty  and  goodnes  ffor  the 
increase  of  the  Plate  or  for  the  raising  of  another  fFor  a 
more  contynued  sport  of  Rideing  Traynes  to  extend  their 
liberality  that  then  they  shall  the  next  year  after  see  the 
fruits  of  their  kind  additions  and  in  a  booke  of  parchment 
have  their  names  registered  to  perpetuity  amongst  those 
that  have  all  readye  contributed  and  ever  after  they  and 
their  heyres  to  bee  admitted  to  take  their  advantage  of  all 
freedoms  and  immunities  as  fully  and  amply  as  any  other 
whatsoever. 

8.  Item,  it  is    agreed    that    in    regard    noe    Ryder    shall    plead 

ignorance  to  these  Articles  that  there  shall  bee  a  procla- 
macion  made  in  the  open  streete  in  the  middle  of  the 
Towne  of  Ffarndon  uppon  the  Course  day  before  the 
drawinge  of  the  horses  out  of  their  stables,  whereby  the 
Ryders  Judges  and  gentlemen  appoynted  for  the  seeing  of 
ffayre  playe  may  take  notice  of  the  place  whither  they  may 
resort  and  see  the  Articles  fayrely  engrossed  in  a  Rowle  of 
Parchment  and  likewise  where  they  may  have  the  same 
playnely  and  directly  read  if  they  please  to  attend. 

9.  Idem   it   is  likewise  fFully  concluded  and  agreed  that  whereas 

at  this  Course  there  cannot  but  bee  expected  a  greate 
Concourse  of  people,  and  multiplicitie  of  Horses  and 
withall  duely  considering  the  straitnesse  and  narrowness  of 
the  ground  in  divers  places  wee  beeinge  most  unwillinge 
forcibly  to  restraine  any  Therefore  in  the  ffirst  place  wee 
doe  hartily  and  earnestly  beseech  all  Noblemen  Knights 
Esquires  and  Gentlemen  whose  birth  and  breedinge  declare 
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them  to  bee  truly  generous  and  from  whom  wee  Challenge 
and  cannot  but  expect  all  Correspondencie  and  Answerable- 
nes  of  true  Worth  that  by  their  exemplarye  Carriage  in 
the  owne  persons  and  by  the  power  the  have  over  theire 
followers  the  would  forbeare  to  ride  into  the  course  and 
then  wee  doubte  not  butt  all  others  will  of  theire  owne 
accord  willingely  submitt  to  the  like  good  order  and  decent 
behaviour,  otherwise  if  any  shall  obstinatly  resest  our 
loveing  and  Gentle  Entreaties,  contemne  our  desires 
disquiet  the  peace  of  the  ground,  then  wee  are  resolved  to 
Compell  and  reduce  that  Creature  as  unworthy  of  our 
love  Conformity  and  Civilitie,  but  wee  hope  farr  better 
things  from  all  and  the  rather  in  regard  the  places  and 
Standinges  aboute  the  Course  to  see  on  foote  are  inferior  to 
propriety  to  noe  Race  of  England,  where  the  runninge 
horses  if  not  accompanied  and  hindred  by  other  Horses 
may  bee  discerned  and  distinguished  from  the  Stand  to  thend. 
And  by  this  meanes  this  happie  Conclusion  will  follow  that 
all  Gentlemen  that  have  beene  at  the  Cost  and  Charges  for 
the  bringe  of  their  horses  to  make  the  whole  Contry  sport 
shall  depart  as  they  met  loveinglye  and  contentedly  repine- 
ing  at  nothinge  but  the  want  of  their  horses  truth  or  speed 
And  it  wil  bee  a  greate  encouragement  to  others  to  enlarge 
the  sport  thereafter,  when  they  shall  see  our  course  envyed 
and  unparaled  (sic  in  MS.)  for  sight  and  faire  playe.  And 
lastly  it  will  prevent  that  inevitable  danger  of  falleinge  one 
upon  another  which  with  lamentable  experience  wee  see  too 
often  happen  to  the  losse  of  life  or  lymbe.  Neverthelesse 
it  is  concluded  and  agreed  and  hereby  wee  doe  authorize 
every  Gentleman  that  hath  beene  at  charges  to  bringe  a 
horse  mare  or  geldinge  to  runne  for  the  plate  that  it  shalbee 
lawfuU  for  every  one  of  them  to  have  the  priviledge  and 
prerogative  to  ride  himselfe  into  the  Course  if  hee  please 
and  shall  have   power  to  nominate   and  appoynt  one  other 
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Gentleman  in  his  behalfe  to  ride  likewise  upon  the  course  to 
bee  witnesses  of  ffaire  play  soe  that  the  said  other  gentleman 
for  every  horse  soe  to  bee  appoynted  bee  made  knowen  to 
the  Judges  before  the  drawinge  of  the  horses  out  of  the 
stables  and  that  those  priviledged  horses  doe  accompanie 
the  runninge  horses  of  theire  particular  horses  into  the 
Course  or  in  default  thereof  to  bee  excluded  and  alsoe  that 
noe  Gentleman  that  is  allowed  to  ride  into  the  Course  doe 
runne  or  Gallopp  his  horse  in  any  part  of  the  race  after  the 
Starte  once  given  but  twenty  yards  at  the  least  behind  the 
last  horse  that  runneth  for  the  plate.  And  it  is  likewise 
concluded  that  noe  fFootman  shall  take  his  standinge  upon 
the  Course  in  any  part  thereof  betwixt  the  platt  and  thend 
of  the  Course  and  likewise  that  noe  man  shall  bringe  any 
kind  of  dogge  upon  the  Course,  but  if  any  such  dogge  bee 
found  losse  and  straglinge  that  then  it  shall  bee  lawfull 
ffor  such  Officers  as  are  appoynted  for  that  purpose  to  kill 
every  such  dogg  if  possibly  the  can. 

Idem  it  is  lastly  fully  concluded  and  agreed  that  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawfull  for  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Viscount 
Cholmondeley  his  heyres  and  successors  with  the  full 
assent  and  consent  of  the  Right  Worshipfull  Esquires  and 
Gentlemen  that  formerly  have  beene  or  hereafter  shalbee 
Contributors  to  the  sport  and  theire  heyres  or  the  major 
part  of  them  upon  the  generall  meetinge  yearely  to  bee 
appoynted  at  Ffarndon  by  the  space  of  one  Moneth  at  the 
least  before  every  Course  begin,  to  alter  change  deminish 
or  inlarge  any  of  theise  before  recited  Articles  or  to  insert 
such  other  new  ones  as  shalbee  thought  most  sutable  with 
the  present  tymes,  most  agreeable  with  the  Rules  of  Horse- 
manshipp  and  most  probable  to  increase  the  sport  and 
continue  Amitie  and  Virtue. 
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T}}e  List  of  the  Subscribers'  names  to  Ffarndon  Plate: 


Earl  of  Macclesfield  ..  ..  30 
Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor,  Bart.  50 
Sir  Phillip  Egerton  .  .  .  .  30 
Sir  Thomas  Bellott,  Bart.  .  .  20 
Sir  Peter  Warburton,  Bart.  .  .  20 
Thomas  Whitley  of  Peel,  Esq.     20 

Sir  John  Crew      20 

The  Lord  Gerrard  of  Bramley     20 
Roger  Whitley  of  Peel,  Esq. . 
Hugh  Grosvenor,  Esq. 
Francis  Cholmondeley,  Esq. 
Robert  Alport  of  Peover 
Peter  Bould  of  Bould     ..       . 
William  Marbury,  Esq. 
Sir  JeiFrey  Shakerley      . . 
Richard  Middleton        .  .      . 
Sir  Peter  Brooke 
William  Venables,  Esq. 
Sir  John  Hanmer. 
Sir  Thomas  Powell, 


The  Lord  Cholmondeley 
The  Lord  Killmorey  . . 
Thomas  Cholmondeley  of  V 

Royall,  Esq. 
John  Massey,  Esq. 
Sir  Thomas  Middleton 
Sir  John  Egerton,  Bart 
John  OfBey,  Esq. 
Mr.  MuUiner 
Robert  Cholmondeley  of  Hoi 

ford,  Esq. 
John  Grosvenor,  Esq, 
Doct.  Arderne      . . 
Richard  Hatherton  of  Bewsey 
Richard  Leigh  Swineyard 
Sir  Thomas  Vernon 
Joshua  Edisbury    .  . 
Peter  Wilbraham,  Esq. 
Earl  of  Shrewsbury. 
Richard  Leigh,  Esq. 
Peter  Button. 


*  This  list  is  written  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  but  is  probably  of  the 
same  date  as  the  Articles. 


No.  V. 

IFill  of  Charles  Egerton. 

I  Charles  Egerton  being  pfect  in  mind  do  make  this  my  last 
will  and  testamen'.  Imp.  I  do  give  and  bequeath  all  my  lands 
both  in  Wirrall  in  the  County  of  Chester  &  in  the  citty  of  Chester 
from  and  ifnediatly  after  my  decease  vnto  Philip  Egerton  Esq  my 
truly  loving  brother  and  vnto  his  heires  for  ever ;  paying  yearly 
vnto  Rowland  Egerton  another  of  my  brothers  twenty  pounds  yearly 
during  his  natural  life.  I  do  likewise  give  and  bequeath  my  chamber 
att  Grays-Inne  London  together  w"'  w'  number  of  yeares  are 
vnexpired  in  my  graunt  thereof  vnto  the  s''  Philip.  It'".  I 
give  and  bequeath  vnto  S"^  John  Egerton  Baronett  &  his  Lady 
the  suirie  of  ten  pounds  a  piece  to  buy  them  rings.  It""  I  give 
&  bequeath  vnto  M'.  Edmund  Anderson  my  worthy  brother  in 
law  &  his  wife  ten  pounds  a  piece.  It™  vnto  M''*  Jane  Corbett 
of  Moreton  I  give  my  gold  watch  and  my  silver  watch  vnto 
M''^  Katherine  Egerton  my  sister  in  lawe.  It'"  vnto  Philip  Egerton 
afors"*  &  his  wife  ten  pounds  apeece.  It""  I  give  and  bequeath 
vnto  W'"  Bristow  one  of  the  sheriffs  of  Chester  ten  pounds  and 
to  his  wife  ten  pounds,  to  Priscilla  &  Mary  there  daughters  five 
pounds  a  peece  to  W.  Bristow  &  John  ther  sons  fifty  shillings  a 
peece  ;  to  Margrett  Hey  wood  for  her  working  and  attendance 
fForty  shillings.  If"  I  give  my  wearing  apparell  &  ten  pounds  in 
mony  vnto  W"  Ffulborne  my  serv'  and  to  Edward  Trevim  & 
Mortough  Ofally  five  pounds  a  piece.  It"'.  I  give  vnto  my  frend 
M''  Richard  Alport  five  pounds  to  buy  him  a  ring.  It"".  I  do 
ordain  &  make  Edmond  Anderson  of  Braghton  in  the  County 
of  Lincolne  Esq"^  my  sole  Executor  of  this  my  last  will  &  testam' 
and  do  signe  scale  publish  &  declare  this  to  bee  my  last  will 
therby  revoking  all    former   or    other    wills    the    twenty-ninth    day 
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of  January  in  the  year  of  o''  L"'  God  one  thousand  six  hundred  hffty 
&  seaven. 

Proved  in  London  the  15th  day  of  June  1658. 


No.   VI. 

IVill  of  Sir  Philip  Egerton  of  Oulton,  Knight. 

In  y'  Name  of  God,  Amen.  I  S''  Philip  Egerton  of  Oulton  in 
y'  County  of  Chesf  Knight  being  in  good  &  pfect  health  of 
memory  praised  be  God  yet  consid''ing  y'  incertanty  of  this  life  do 
make  and  ordaine  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and 
form  following,  ffirst  I  coiiiend  my  Soul  into  y'  hands  of  Almighty 
God  hopeing  through  y^  meritts  of  Christ  to  receive  pardon  and 
remission  of  all  my  sins,  &  for  my  body  I  couiitt  to  y"  earth 
to  be  buried  in  such  decent  manner  as  my  dear  Wife  &  my 
execufs  hereaff"  named  shall  think  fit.  And  for  y'  p'"rsonall 
estate  w'^''  it  hath  pleas'd  God  to  bless  me  w"'  all,  I  give  &  dispose 
y'^  same  in  manner  following.  And  first  I  give  and  bequeath  unto 
my  dear  Wife,  y'  sume  of  one  hundred  pounds  in  money  &  y' 
half  of  all  my  Jewells  &  Plate,  &  y^  oth"  half  of  my  s'^  Jewells 
and  plate  (being  equally  divided)  I  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  eldest 
son  John  Egerton.  Item  I  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  s""  son 
John  Egerton  All  my  household  stuff  of  what  nature  or  kind 
soever  w*"  shall  be  &  remaine  at  my  house  at  Oulton  at  y"  time 
of  my  death.  Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  s''  dear  Wife 
my  house  w'^'"  I  lately  new  built  in  y^  City  of  Chest"^,  &  situate  & 
being  near  the  Barrs  there,  &  all  my  Messuages  or  tenemts  & 
hereditaments  in  y'  s"*  Citty  of  Chesf  for  &  during  y'^  term  of  her 
naturall  life.     Item.  I   give  &   bequeath   unto  my  Son   in  Lawe  y' 
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Hoiiable  Rich''  Bulkeley  Esq'  y^  sume  of  twenty  pounds  to  buy 
him  a  ring  to  wear  for  my  sake.  Item,  I  give  unto  my  daughter 
Bulkeley,  &  to  her  son  my  grandchild  to  each  of  y"  one  hundred 
pounds  a  piece.  And  whereas  I  have  by  severall  deeds  settled  several] 
lands  &  Tenements  up  my  youngest  son  Philip  Egerton  some  in 
fFee,  &  some  for  life,  all  w^''  I  do  hereby  confirme  to  him,  yet  as 
a  further  &  better  provision  for  him,  I  do  hereby  give  &  bequeath 
unto  my  s''  Son  Philip  Egerton  y'  next  avoidence  of  presentation 
to  y"  Parish  Church  of  Asbury  in  the  s"*  County  of  Chester,  and 
all  y'  rest  of  my  goods  Chatties  &  personell  estate  of  what  kind 
soever  y'  shall  remaine  after  my  legacies,  hereby  given  &  my  debts 
paid  if  I  shall  owe  any  at  y"^  time  of  my  death,  &  aft"  this  my 
Will  in  all  things  pformed ;  Item.  I  give  &  bequeath  unto  my 
Moth''  in  law  M"  Conway  fForty  shillings  to  buy  her  a  ringe  to 
wear  for  my  sake,  &  ten  pounds  to  buy  her  mourning,  &  to  my 
Nephew  S'  John  Egerton  Bar"  ten  pounds  to  buy  him  mourning, 
and  to  my  three  Nieces  M"  Thickness  M"  Finch  &  M".  Gardner 
ffive  pounds  a  piece.  Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  John 
Thornicroft  Sen''  of  Grayes  Inn  Esq.  twenty  pound.  Item.  I  give 
&  bequeath  unto  all  my  servants  y'  shall  be  living  w"'  me  at  y' 
time  of  my  death,  &  who  have  lived  w""  me  for  y^  space  of  six 
moneths  fForty  shillings  a  piece.  And  of  this  my  s"  Will  I  do 
hereby  make  my  s"*  Son  Philip  Egerton,  &  y'  s'^  John  Thornicroft 
my  executors  hereby  revokeing  all  former  Wills  by  me  made.  In 
v/itness  whereof  I  y*"  s"*  S''  Philip  Egerton  unto  this  my  last  will 
have  put  my  hand  &  seal  &  published  y"  same  to  be  my  last  Will 
&  Testament  y'  sixth  day  of  July  in  the  first  year  of  y"^  raigne  of 
o''  gracious  Sovregne  L"*  King  James  y''  2"'  by  y^  Grace  of  God  of 
Engl*"  Scotl"*  fFri  &  Ireland  Defend''  of  y"  fFaith  &c.  Annoq" 
Doiii  1685.  Codicil.  My  daughter  Bulkeley  being  dead  I  doe 
revoke  so  much  of  this  Will  the  hundred  pound  given  her  & 
do  Will  y=  same  to  be  pay'd  to  my  Grandson  Bulkeley.  Witness 
my  hand  this  20'"  October  1685. 

Proved  in  London  December  i''  1698. 
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No.  VII. 

Will  of  Dame  Catherine  Egerton. 

In  the  Name  of  God.  Amen.  The  third  day  of  November  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  Christ  according  to  the  computation  of  the 
Church  of  England  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  five.  I  Dame 
Catherine  Egerton  the  Widovv^  and  Relict  of  Sir  Philip  Egerton 
late  of  Oulton  in  the  County  of  Chester  Kn'  deced  being  of  sound 
and  perfect  memory,  praised  be  God,  do  make  and  publish  this 
my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following.  First 
and  principally  I  recommend  my  Soul  into  the  hands  of  Almighty 
God  my  Creator  and  Redeemer  trusting  in  the  alone  merit  and 
passion  of  my  Lord  &  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  to  inherit  everlasting  life, 
and  my  Body  I  commit  to  the  Earth  to  be  buried  at  the  direction 
of  my  Executor  hereafter  named.  And  as  concerning  my  temporal 
Estate  wherwfith  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bless  me,  I  dispose  thereof 
as  followeth  that  is  to  say,  I  give  all  my  Jev/ells*  to  my  grandson 
Philip  Egerton  he  paying  to  his  sister  my  Goddaughter  Bridget 
the  sum  of  ^^150  within  twelve  kalendar  months  next  after  my 
death  ;  and  if  he  die  before  the  space  of  one  year  after  my  death, 
then  I  devise  the  same  Jewells  to  his  Brother  my  Grandson 
John  Egerton,  he  paying  the  like  sum  of  ;^I50  to  his  s"*  Sister 
within  12  months  after  he  shall  be  intitled  to  the  same  Jewells.  I 
give  to  my  said  granddaughter  Bridget  the  sum  of  ^^0Q  and 
to  her  sister  my  granddaughter  Elizabeth  Egerton  the  like  sum 
of  ;^200,  and  to  their  Sisters  my  granddaughters  Mary  and 
Frances  the  sum  of  ;^ioo  a  piece.  All  the  s''  Legacies  to  be 
paid  to  my  said  Grand  daughters  within  one  year  after  my  Death  ; 
and  if  any  of  them  my  said  granddaughters  die  in  the  mean  time, 
then  I  devise  the  Legacy  and  Legacies  of  such  of  them  so  dying 
to  be  equally  divided  amongst  the  survivors  of  my  said  grand- 
*  Appendix,  No.  VIII. 
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daughters  :  and  if  my  said  granddaughter  Bridget  should  die 
within  the  space  of  one  year  after  my  Death,  then  I  order  such 
of  my  said  grandsons  who  shall  have  my  Jewells  by  virtue  of  this 
my  Will  to  pay  to  the  survivors  of  his  sisters  the  s"*  ^150  equally 
to  be  divided  amongst  them.  I  give  the  sum  of  ^100  to  be  disposed 
of  by  my  Executor  in  erecting  a  School  or  such  other  charitable 
use  in  Little  Budworth  or  elsewhere  as  he  shall  think  fit  & 
most  convenient.  I  give  to  the  poor  of  Ridland  ;^io,  and  to 
the  poor  of  Little  Budworth  ^5.  And  the  rest  &  residue  of  my 
personal  estate  after  my  debts  Legacies  &  Funerals  paid  and 
discharged  I  give  to  my  dear  and  eldest  son  John  Egerton  whom 
I  make  sole  Executor  of  this  my  Will.  And  I  do  also  give  to 
all  my  servants  who  shall  live  with  me  at  my  death  a  quarter 
of  a  year's  wages  :  and  do  hereby  revoke  all  former  Wills  by  me 
at  any  time  heretofore  made  ;  and  publish  this  as  my  last  Will  & 
Testament  the  day  and  year  first  above  written,  having  liberty 
to  add  any  Codicil  or  Codicils  hereto.  Mem''""'.  Before  the 
publishing  of  this  my  Will  I  do  declare  my  will  and  mind  to  be 
That  the  several  and  respective  Legacies  by  me  given  as  aforesaid 
to  my  granddaughters  shall  be  managed  at  interest  by  my  said 
Executor,  and  my  good  Friend  Mr.  Richard  Vernon  of  Middlewich 
until  they  shall  severally  attain  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years 
or  be  married  whether  shall  first  happen :  and  I  give  to  my  s'' 
Goddaughter  Bridget  Egerton  my  MufF  and  Tippet,  and  such 
other  clothes  which  I  have  made  up  in  a  Bundle  and  directed 
for  her.  I  give  M'^  Crane  a  suit  of  Mourning  and  publish  this 
my  last  Will  and  Testament. 
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No.  VIII. 


A  Copy    of  the    Appraisement  of  the  Jewells,   &€.,  of 

Dame    Catherine   Egerton,   which   was 

found  with   her   Will. 


The  full  value  of  the  Gold  Watch  is 

All    the    Gold    Rings    &    Seals    &    Lockets    weigh 

30Z.    ifdwt. 
The  Diamond  Locket  valued  at       .  . 
The  Diamond  Locket  with  a  Turcy 
The  Ring  with   10  Diamonds  &  a  Ruby 
The  single  Ruby  Ring 
A  small  table  Diamond  Ring  at 
Another  Table  Diamond  Ring  at 
A  less  Diamond  at      .  . 
The  Necklace  of  Pearl 
A  Jacent  Locket  at    .  . 
A  white  Sapphire  Ring  at     .  . 
The  Bracelet  of  Emeralds  &  Pearls  &  loose  Pearls 
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208   10     o 


Mem''"'  That  the  Diamond  Rings    and  Locketts  the  Gold 
was  weighed  with  the  old  Gold  Rings. 

We  have  valued  the  Jewells  as  near  as  we  can, 
AuREHus  Jones, 

TURTULIAN    MauLTE. 


By  us 


Note. — This   bequest   of  Jewel! 
litigation  in  after  years. — P.  G.  E. 


led   to   much   controversy   and   some 
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No.  IX. 

A  Remonstrance  by   J''   Egerton  of  Oulton  in  relation  to 
D''  Egerton  and  his  familly. 

D^  Egerton  refusing  to  settle  on  his  eldest  son  an  estate  in 
Farndon  &  Crew,  left  him  by  his  father  and  another  in  Astbury 
purchased  by  him  self,  entrench'd  himself  in  these  reasons,  viz., 
that  having  only  a  power  of  charging  his  settled  estate  with  two 
thousand  pounds,  he  should  be  render'd  incapable  of  raising  any 
tolerable  fortune  for  his  daughters,  if  this  estate  also  (which  was 
his  own  purchase)  must  be  settled,  And  as  to  y^  estate  in  Farndon 
&  Crew,  that,  he  always  intented,  &  must  reserve,  for  his  second 
son. — To  return  these  objections,  I  desired  to  know  his  pleasure 
as  to  y"  bulk  of  his  daughter's  fortunes ;  He  reply'd  that  two 
thousand  pound  apiece  (which  was  their  mothers  fortune)  was  the 
utmost  of  his  ambition,  &  that  if  it  pleased  God  to  bring  such  sum 
within  his  compass  he  would  not  desire  or  project  any  more — 
Upon  this  I  proposed  y'  D"'  should  have  a  further  power  of 
charging  two  thousand  pounds  more  upon  his  estate,  &  four 
thousand  pounds  of  his  intended  daughter  in  law's  fortune  paid  to 
him,  by  which  he  would  have  a  provision  of  eight  thousand  pounds 
for  his  daughters,  according  to  his  own  hearts  desire,  and  that  I 
would  provide  for  his  son  John  elsewhere,  this  was  so  fair  in  itself 
&  advantageous  that  y^  D"'  could  not  but  acquiesse  in  it. — It  will  be 
proper  to  observe,  that  this  purchased  estate  settled  by  y*  D'' cost 
only  three  or  four  thousand  pounds  at  the  most ;  that  by  charging 
and  adding  lives,  he  himself  raised  (If  he  had  a  valuable  considera- 
tion) ;^500,  that  his  son  Philip  pays  him  for  y'  settling  y^  said 
estate  £(}0Q0  ;  so  that  y'  D'  needs  not  boast  of  his  kindness  to  his 
son  in  this  particular,  but  rather  the  advantage  he  has  hereby 
procured   to   himself,   having    got  £(iS°'^   for  ^n  estate  which  cost 
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only  three  or  four  thousand,  &  by  this  also  may  be  seen  the  vain 
and  groundless  complaint  of  his  wife,  that  I  have  tyed  up  her 
husbands  hands  by  this  settlement,  &  thereby  disabled  him  from 
raising  fortunes  for  his  daughters  ;  whereas  the  considerations  made 
for  y"  settlement  of  that  estate  are  more  than  equivalent  to  the 
worth  of  it;  Or  rather  by  this  complaint  may  be  seen  the  aim  & 
intention  of  his  wife,  that  is,  to  have  grasped  that  estate  in  her  own 
power  as  a  bait  for  a  fijture  husband,  &  'tis  well  if  y'  personall 
estate  which  y"  D'  is  possessed  off  (should  his  wife  survive  him)  will 
not  be  disposed  of  this  way  &  that  y^  event  of  one  does  not  too 
much  verifie  y'  suspicion  of  y'  other ;  From  this  account  of  things 
it  is  plain  &  evidently  beyond  all  contradiction,  that  this  cavill 
against  me,  as  if  I  had  tyed  up  y^  D"  hands,  that  he  could  not 
provide  for  his  younger  children  is  false  and  groundless, — nay  that 
I  have  made  him  more  capable  of  providing  for  'em,  than  other- 
wise he  would  have  been,  and  therefore  if  no  regard  be  had  of 
Rowland  but  only  of  the  daughters,  in  this  provision,  yet  this  makes 
nothing  of  y"  objection  against  me,  of  tying  up  the  D"  hands, 
since  no  transaction  of  mine  has  render'd  him  less  capable 
of  raising  money,  but  y"  contrary — Take  this  estate  according  to 
his  own  computation  &  that  purchased  by  him  is  worth  ten  thousand 
pounds,  his  paternall  is  &  was  ever  valued  double  to  the  former. 
Farndon  and  Crew  amount  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  p' 
ann°'  &  his  spiritual!  preferments  are  no  less  than  seven  hundred  p' 
ann"".  out  of  this  deduct  one  hundred  p'  ann""  paid  to  his  son  Philip 
(for  though  the  D'  allows  him  two  hundred  p''  ann"'  yet  one  only  is 
to  be  reckoned,  since  he  received  two  thousand  pounds  of  his 
daughter  in  laws  fortune)  and  then  y"  D'^  yearly  revenue  will  be 
j^2230  p"'  ann""  I  fain  eye  (sic)  be  had  to  this  income,  &  y' 
D"  way  of  living.  His  yearly  savings  must  be  pretty  consider- 
able, &  if  these  be  added  together  only  for  ten  years,  the  space 
since  his  eldest  son's  marriage,  &  no  doubt  there  will  be  found 
a  sufficient  provision  for  his  son  Rowland. —  In  this  estimate  no 
notice  has   been  taken  of  interest  of  money   &   though  I  will  not 
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pretend  to  say  how  much  he  has  or  hath  had  at  interest,  yet  some  I 
can  speake  off  with  assurance,  before  his  second  son's  marriage,  he 
gave  me  a  note  upon  Mr.  Vernon  for  j^iooo,  which  note  I  return'd 
&  the  money  has  been  since  paid  to  y"  D"'.  Should  y"  D'^  still 
be  thought  short  of  a  provision  for  his  son  Rowland,  surely  y'  plate 
&  other  things  which  his  wife  has  tho'  she  knows  they  do  not 
belong  to  her,  his  household  goods  stock  upon  ye  land  &  arrears 
of  rent  will  fill  up  y''  deficiency.  The  D'  being  thus  plentifully 
stocked,  his  son  Rowland  could  not  want  a  handsome  provision, 
would  but  his  father's  will  keep  place  with  his  ability,  unless  his 
temporall  fortune  might  be  thought  incompleat  without  some  spi- 
rituall  living  &  particularly  y"^  Rectory  of  Astbury,  &  I  must  confess 
that  it  was  once  in  my  intention,  to  have  given  him  y''  presentation 
to  that  benefice,  had  not  their  conduct  made  a  new  turn  in  my 
thoughts. — All  the  insults,  aff'ronts  and  unkind  usage  which  I  have 
received  from  y'  D'  &  his  wife  would  be  too  tedious  to  enumerate, 
I  shall  therefore  only  select  a  few  instances  out  of  many. — The 
last  Spring  when  I  went  to  London  with  an  intent  of  having  an 
eye  couch'd,  he  never  wrote  to  make  any  enquiry  about  me. — 
The  D''  and  I  in  y'  marriage  settlement  of  his  son  Philip  had 
contracted  to  pay  him  ^^200  p''  an"',  each,  &  as  his  son  was  marryed 
in  the  beginning  of  Sep^  half  a  year's  rent  was  due  to  him  at 
Michaelmas  following  and  was  on  my  part  paid  to  him,  but  y'  D^ 
denying  him  any  money  for  that  rent  stage  or  before  Lady-day, 
I  often  sollicited  for  y"  payment  of  it  in  vain,  at  last  finding  his 
wife  in  y'  fault  I  wrote  to  him  and  urged  this  with  other  instances 
of  her  unkindness  to  our  family,  sometime  after  y"  D''  coming  to 
Christleton,  told  me  that  I  was  for  making  differences  betwixt 
him  and  his  wife  &  children,  that  he  desired  to  be  easye  &  that  I 
would  not  concern  myself  any  more  about  'em,  I  gave  him  my 
word  I  would  not  any  farther  than  my  own  justification  required. 
In  a  scarcity  of  Lime  I  sent  my  own  teams  to  y'  D'^  pitts  at 
Astbury,  intending  to  quarter  my  horses  upon  him,  &  y°  D^  out 
of  respect  to   their   master  'tis    probable,    treated   them  in   a   very 
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extraordinary  manner,  refusing  to  give  them  so  much  as  grass. — 
Just  after  I  had  come  to  a  resolution  of  rebuilding  my  house  I 
proposed  to  y'  D'  a  request  of  lending  me  ;/^iOOO  upon  bond,  & 
gave  him  my  vv^ord  that  I  v/ould  return  it  with  interest,  or  settle 
y'^  Advowson  of  Astbury  upon  his  family.  In  return  I  met  not 
only  with  a  deniall,  but  very  hard  words  and  expressions  &  I  may 
add  particularly  with  relation  to  this  Rectory  of  Astbury,  that  y' 
son  who  is  bred  at  Oxford,  with  a  design  for  orders,  never  asked 
me  either  by  word  or  Letter  y'  favour  of  y'  presentation  to  it, 
nor  ever  wrote  once  to  me  upon  any  occasion  and  surely  y^  father 
must  think  it  below  or  needless  for  y''  son  to  ask  it,  or  y''  Child 
would  have  been  better  taught  &  instructed  by  him. — This  sort 
of  treatment  one  may  reasonably  imagine  will  not  induce  kindness, 
but  rather  stop  y'  current  of  'em,  &  leave  y^  D"'  to  y=  enjoyment  of 
his  own  wishes,  that  is,  never  to  concern  myself  any  more  about 
his  Children,  especially  since  1  meet  with  such  returns,  for  what 
I  have  already  done. — And  certainly  how  light  soever  my  kindness 
to  his  Children  may  weigh  in  his  ballance,  yet  they  are  not  in 
'emselves  light  &  triviall,  I  have  settled  lands,  which  were  at  my 
own  disposall  on  his  son  Philip  to  y'  value  of  severall  thousands, 
and  contracted  a  settlement  for  his  second  son,  worth  above  twenty 
thousand  pounds,  an  ample  amends  surely  for  y''  hundred  and  thirty 
pounds  p'  ann'"  in  Farndon  and  Crew,  which  was  all  his  father 
proposed  for  him,  I  may  add  as  a  kindness  not  to  be  over  look'd, 
the  expense  &  fategue  of  building  an  house  for  his  heir,  for  it  must 
be  allow'd  y^  regard  to  posterity  more  than  my  own  pleasure 
was  the  ruling  motive  of  that  work. —  But  if  these  gifts  of  an  uncle 
are  inconsiderable,  the  bounties  of  a  father  will  be  excessive.  But,  in- 
deed, they  are  not,  for  he  gives  his  son  Philip  only  a  hundred  pounds 
p"'  ann"  :  admitting  y"  discount  of  y"=  ;f  2000  received  by  him  of  his 
daughter  in  laws  portion,  and  in  this  I  am  equall  with  him,  &  a  less 
allowance,  he  could  not  have  made  for  his  yearly  subsistence  had 
not  marriage  intervein'd,  some  further  charge  he  was  at  in  wedding 
Cloaths,  so  very  extraordinary,  that  ye  silver  buttons  and  twist,  which 
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1  could  not  for  shame  but  purchase  for  him,  were  almost  equivalent 
to  all  the  rest.  He  has  dealt  in  the  same  manner  with  his  son 
John,  having  given  him  one  thousand  pounds  in  hand  (a  bare 
allowance  for  him  in  a  single  state)  &  one  thousand  pounds  more 
upon  y^  death  of  my  lady  Jeffreys,  these  are  y^  legacyes  of  a 
father,  and  tho'  my  kindnesses  are  vastly  superlative,  yet  he  for 
his  part  has  no  tast  or  relish  of  'em,  &  to  lessen  &  extenuate  them 
to  others,  he  pretends  that  I  have  settled  those  lands  of  which 
I  had  no  power,  such  a  pretence  is  an  argument  of  great  weakness 
in  him,  or  those  with  whom  I  treated  about  these  settlements, 
to  which  of  'em  y''  Character  belongs  the  bill  now  preferred  by 
me  will  demonstrate,  as  well  as  lay  the  blame  of  those  scandalous 
suggestions,  where  in  justice  it  ought  to  lye ;  there  are  some 
other  reflections  upon  me,  of  which  I  should  discharge  myself; 
one  is  a  report  of  my  endeavours  to  cut  him  off  from  y*  paternall 
estate,  &  by  this  is  meant  no  more  than  that  my  nephew  Philip 
shall  live  at  Oulton,  in  case  D''  Egerton  suryive  me,  &  my  chief 
motive  in  urging  y'  D'  to  come  into  this  proposal!  was  a  persuasion 
that  y'  young  man  would  be  making  improvements,  both  in  the 
house  &  gardens.  Besides,  y*  great  care  of  Souls  y-  D''  has,  & 
y'  difficulty  he's  in  for  travelling,  which  appears  by  his  seldom 
coming  to  Christleton,  would  be  reason  sufficient  of  itself,  & 
that  y""  D''^  wife  would  (out  of  a  reversion  to  my  doing)  destroy  all 
should  she  come  to  rule  &  riot  there,  &  in  case  my  nephew 
Philip  should  succeed  me  at  Oulton,  during  his  fathers  life  time, 
no  more  than  y*  paternall  estate  is  settled  on  him  than  one 
hundred  &  fifty  pounds  p'  ann™  scarce  enough  to  repair  &  keep 
y"  house  and  gardens.  Nay  I  was  so  far  from  endeavouring  to 
cut  him  off,  (as  he  calls  it)  from  y'  paternall  estate,  that  I  insisted 
upon  its  being  settled  on  heirs  male,  as  S""  John  Egerton  and  my 
father  had  done  before,  which  accordingly  it  is,  for  sooner  would 
I  have  exposed  my  own  throat  to  be  cut,  then  to  have  concerted 
or  perpetrated  any  such  action,  nay  if  this  does  not  appear  to 
be  fact  by  y'  rough  draught,  I  shall  readily  ask  his  pardon  on  my 
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knees,  and  if  it  does,  I  shall  expect  y'  same  deportment  from 
him,  after  all  y"  true  grievance,  concerning  this  settlement  is  y' 
reclusion  of  his  lady  from  Oulton,  in  case  y'  D'  should  survive 
me,  which  is  not  only  expected  but  wish'd  for,  however  I  can 
assure  her  to  her  comfort  &  I  have  most  abundant  reason  to 
thank  God  that  I  never  enjoy'd  better,  I  had  almost  said  so  good 
health  in  all  my  life,  &  should  it  please  God  to  restore  me  to  my 
sight,  I  could  now  bowl  or  hunt  or  use  any  other  diversion  at 
present,  which  was  used  by  &  agreablS  to  me  in  my  past  days. 
There  is  another  objection  made  by  y'  D'',  that  I  should  have 
settled  y'  purchased  estates,  &  not  y'  paternall  estate,  for  present 
maintenance  &  joynture,  y*  D'  should  apply  this  to  himself,  & 
consider  that  if  he  had  taken  this  methode  &  settled  his  purchased 
estate  for  present  maintenance  &  joynture,  then  his  hands  would 
have  been  tyed  up,  indeed,  from  raising  fortunes  for  his 
younger  children,  &  his  complaint  against  me,  for  persuading 
him  to  sell  that  purchased  estate  would  have  been  out  of  doors, 
so  that  if  he  would  be  consistent  with  himself  he  must  either  not 
make  y''  objection  or  leave  out  y'  complaint.  I  have  only  to  add 
that  notwithstanding  this  ill  usage  had  induced  me  to  dispose  of 
y"  advowson  of  Astbury,  yet  I  offered  him  y'  purchase  at  one 
thousand  pounds,  in  case  he  would  settle  it  as  he  has  done  his 
estate,  but  this  he  thought  too  great  a  value  &  I  waited  three 
years  for  his  better  understanding  himself,  in  all  which  time  I  met 
only  with  exclamation  against  me  and  scandalous  reports  that  I 
had  no  power  to  make  sale  of  it,  and  now  surely  none  can  blame 
me  for  disposing  of  y*"  advowson  at  two  thousand  pounds,  since 
one  thousand  pounds  was  look'd  upon  by  y*^  D'"  too  great  a 
valuation.  The  estate  which  I  have  settled  on  my  nephew 
Philip  has  been  improv'd  &  advanced  by  me  to  a  greater  value 
than  y'  estate  purchased  by  y""  D'  will  amount  to,  so  that  he 
will  interest  an  estate  larger  by  several  hundred  than  either  my 
father  or  I  possess'd  excluding  out  of  y''  computation  y'  estate 
I    have  settled   upon   my  nephew  John,  &  this  y''  old  and  present 
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rent  Rolls  will  demonstrate. — Note,  that  it  was  four  or  five  years 
betwixt  y''  marriage  of  his  first  and  second  son,  so  that  with  the 
thousand  pounds  that  M"'  Vernon  had  of  his,  and  y^  years  that  were 
betwixt  y*^  marriage  of  his  two  sons  was  time  sufficient  to  raise 
another  thousand  pounds  for  his  son  John,  &  now  a  much  better 
for  his  son  Rowland. — The  D'  charging  me  with  endeavouring  to 
cut  him  off  y'  paternall  estate  proves  groundless,  for  my  lady 
Jeffreys  who  he  quotes  as  an  evidence  to  prove  it,  she  says  she 
heard  nothing  like  it,  neither  does  his  son  Philip,  nor  him  that 
engrossed  it  from  y"  foul  draught. — Note,  that  I  have  settled  upon 
y'^  D"'  for  his  life  &  his  son's  for  ever,  what  was  in  my  own  power, 
which  is  not  comprized  in  y'  settlement  betwixt  S''  John  Egerton 
&  my  father,  lands  lying  in  y°  following  townships,  Wallesey, 
Moreton,  Crew,  Lo-cross,  Tilston  &  Cawarden  beside  y^  land 
purchased  of  M"'  Brock,  this  makes  ample  amends  for  j"  T)'  letting 
his  son  have  Oulton  &  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  p''  ann""  to  keep 
it,  the  other  being  of  greater  value,  his  son  looses  above  a  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  by  y''  bargain,  because  the  house  &  gardens  will 
lye  him  in  at  least  that,  to  keep  them. 


Letter  to  his  Nephew,  Philip  Egerton. 

I  little  imagined  that  the  offer  I  made  you  of  your  coming  to 
live  at  Oulton  could  have  met  with  so  unkind  a  return  from  you, 
as  to  put  me  under  a  necessity  of  remembering  the  many  obligations 
you  have  to  me.  Of  vindicating  myself  from  a  charge  of  not  having 
acted  up  to  the  promises  I  made  Lady  Jeffreys,  and  from  an  in- 
sinuation against  my  justice  and  honour  in  my  later  transactions. 
And  further  I  am  obliged  to  obviate  the  reasons  you  thought  fit  to 
give  for  not  complying  with  my  request  from  the  inability  of  your 
circumstances.  Lastly,  to  take  notice  of  the  terms  you  demanded 
of  me   in  case  you   had   complied.     And   this   I   am  willing  to  do 
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once  for  all ;  not  only  for  my  own  satisfaction,  but  perhaps  you  rhay 
be  convinced  when  you  consider  well  every  thing  I  shall  say,  that 
you  have  not  behaved  to  me  in  the  manner  I  have  deserved  from 
you.  You  acknowledge  indeed  to  have  received  civilities  from  me 
but  that  is  a  very  cool  expression  for  what  some  would  call  obli- 
gations. In  the  first  place  I  made  the  happy  match  for  you  with 
Lady  Jeffreys  daughter  and  I  own  it  endeared  you  much  to  me  that 
you  took  a  wife  of  my  choosing,  since  I  am  sure  you  would  not 
have  chosen  there  yourself.  On  this  occasion  I  obtained  very 
advantageous  settlements  for  you  from  your  father.  He  at  first 
peremptorily  insisted  on  a  power  of  raising  ^^2000  apiece  for  his 
four  daughters,  and  to  give  his  estates  at  Crew  and  Farndon  to  his 
younger  son  John.  That  still  he  said  he  had  his  son  Rowland  to 
provide  for  and  to  pay  the  debt  he  had  incurred  by  the  purchases  he 
had  made.  In  short  that  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  give  1 00 
a  year  bond  for  every  thousand  pounds  of  the  fortune  proposed  ; 
and  therefore  must  lay  all  thoughts  of  your  marriage  aside,  without 
I  would  assist  him.  To  all  this  I  answered  I  would  do  nothing  on 
my  part  unless  he  would  agree  to  settle  all  his  estate  on  you,  and 
make  himself  only  tenant  for  life  with  a  power  of  charging  it  in  the 
whole  with  ^^4000.  And  if  he  survived  me  that  he  should  quit  to 
you  the  possession  ofOulton,  and  all  the  demesnes  falling  by  my 
death.  This  my  brother  thought  a  very  unkind  proposal  as  a 
disinheriting  him  of  the  antient  house  of  the  family  &c.  But  I  bid 
him  consider  the  care  of  souls  of  a  numerous  parish  which  he  had 
solemnly  undertaken,  and  which  must  be  neglected  it  he  removed 
to  Oulton  ;  and  if  he  did  not  remove  there,  Oulton  must  go  to 
ruin  ;  but  would  necessarily  be  kept  up  and  improved  by  you.  In 
pursuance  of  this  act  of  kindness  to  you  and  to  make  his  circum- 
stances easy,  I  proposed  to  take  ;^2000  of  the  fortune  and  to  give 
up  into  your  hands  j^zoo  a  year  and  to  settle  /^200  a  year  more  to 
take  place  at  Lady  JefFreys  death,  when  I  was  to  receive  another 
/2000.  This  I  complied  with  and  my  brother  agreeing  to  do  the 
same  on  his  part   perfected   the   marriage  settlement  with  this  con- 
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dition  that  he  should  charge  his  estate  on  the  ^4000  only,  as 
mentioned  above.  That  I  parted  with  ;;^400  a  year  bond  might 
deserve  thanks,  as  it  brought  about  so  advantageous  a  match  and 
put  you  into  so  good  a  condition  of  life,  instead  of  depending  on 
your  father  for  a  maintenance.  But  I  have  to  mention  many 
hundred  pounds  a  year  which  I  entailed  on  you,  and  was  then  in 
my  power  to  dispose  of  as  I  pleased  ;  and  by  mortgaging  of  which 
I  could  have  raised  the  ;^4000  I  received  of  the  fortune  on  much 
easier  terms  than  ;r400  a  year,  for  at  4  per  cent,  the  interest  would 
have  been  only  ;ri6o  per  annum,  and  the  difference  is  ^^240  per 
annum.  Let  me  add  still  further  that  I  gave  up  then  a  power  I 
had  of  making  a  jointure  of  ,^700  a  year  on  any  future  wife  I  should 
marry  chargeable  on  the  whole  entailed  estate  ;  my  late  wife's 
marriage  settlement  will  show  I  had  the  power,  and  your  marriage 
settlement  will  show  that  I  gave  it  up  to  you  ;  Nor  will  a  nephew 
after  all  these  favours  done  him  be  very  reasonable  if  he  should  take 
it  in  his  head  to  think  that  I  have  reserved  to  myself  too  much  by 
keeping  £s°°  ^  y^^""  unsettled  ;  more  especially  if  he  considers 
further  the  many  thousand  pounds  I  have  laid  out  in  the  house  and 
gardens  at  Oulton ;  (I  need  not  mention  the  exact  sum,  any  one 
that  sees  them  will  compute  it  for  me)  and  this  must  have  been 
chiefly  done  for  your  sake  since  by  the  course  of  nature  and  the 
defect  of  my  eyes  at  that  time  my  enjoyment  of  them  must  be  far 
short  of  yours,  and  my  intention  was  certainly  not  unkind  in  offer- 
ing you  the  enjoyment  of  them  in  my  lifetime. 

As  to  the  promise  I  made  Lady  Jeffreys  I  have  taken  time  as 
you  bid  me  to  recollect  them,  and  I  do  protest  I  never  gave  her 
Ladyship  any  further  assurance  of  any  kind  whatsoever  that  related 
to  you  than  that  my  intention  was  rather  to  increase  my  kindness 
than  to  lessen  it,  provided  you  behaved  yourself  so  as  to  deserve  it 
from  me  ;  which  she  told  me  was  all  she  desired,  being  sure  you 
were  so  sensible  of  my  great  kindness  already  that  you  would  do 
every  thing  you  could  to  oblige  me.  Whether  you  have  done  so,  I 
will  leave  any  one  even  yourself  to  judge.       Has   my  honour   and 
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justice  been  ever  called  in  question  before,  even  by  my  enemies  ? 
Have  you  the  least  pretence  to  charge  me  thus  from  any  latter 
transactions  of  mine  ?  If  you  mean  by  this  a  promise  from  me  of 
not  marrying,  it  is  most  scandalously  false,  barbarous  and  unnatural 
to  suggest  it ;  or  to  imagine  that  I  would  consent  to  tye  myself 
from  choosing  a  companion  to  spend  the  remaining  part  of  my  days 
with,  whose  interest  it  would  be  to  be  kind  and  carefull  of  me ;  or 
to  debar  my  own  issue  for  the  sake  of  yours  ;  so  far  was  I  from 
entertaining  any  such  thoughts  that  I  told  Lady  Jeffreys  the  estate 
I  proposed  to  settle  was  already  entailed  upon  my  issue  which  her 
council  would  see  by  the  deeds  of  my  marriage,  to  this  I  do  affirm 
she  replied  in  the  following  words,  "  God  forbid  she  should  ever 
desire  her  daughter's  issue  should  inherit  before  mine  ;  she  was  too 
just  to  desire  it."  The  estate  your  father  settled  and  the  expectance 
of  mine,  was  sufficient  to  deserve  a  better  fortune.  She  knew  how 
to  value  the  almost  certain  reversion  of  my  estate,  since  neither  of  my 
wives  had  been  ever  with  child,  and  I  had  then  been  married  to 
my  second  near  30  years.  And  as  she  was  seven  years  younger 
than  me,  my  advanced  age,  in  case  I  should  survive  her,  must  be 
thought  security  enough  against  my  having  children  ;  and  it  must 
have  been  as  much  my  business  and  concern  to  have  chosen  a 
virtuous  woman  provided  God  should  take  from  me  my  then  wife 
as  it  could  be  yours.  I  must  tell  you  it  had  fared  better  with  me  in 
all  respects  if  I  had  much  sooner  married  this  excellent,  good,  and 
virtuous  woman  I  now  have ;  my  health  had  then  been  taken  care 
of  as  it  was  by  my  former  wife  ;  for  in  thirty  years  I  had  but  one 
fever,  and  that  occasioned  by  my  own  folly  ;  and  in  my  state  of 
widowhood,  which  was  about  two  years  and  a  half,  I  had  at  least 
six  ;  every  one  of  them  confined  me  to  my  bed,  and  in  most  of  them 
my  life  was  in  danger-,  all  which  I  do  believe  proceeded  from  the 
carelessness  of  servants ;  as  I  had  too  plain  a  proof  of  in  my  last 
dangerous  illness :  and  I  have  now  to  thank  God  for  the  good  state 
of  health  I  have  enjoyed  since  my  last  marriage,  for  about  a  year 
and  five  months.      Is  my  justice  and  honour  in  question  with  you 
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because  my  health  is  now  taken  care  of,  and  by  that  means  your 
hopes  and  prospect  of  succeeding  me  put  at  a  greater  distance  ?  If 
you  are  in  haste  for  my  death,  consider,  if  it  should  please  God  you 
have  no  children,  how  you  would  take  such  a  treatment  as  this  from 
your  nephews  ;  and  I  heartily  wish  in  your  lifetime  you  may  prove 
as  kind  an  uncle  to  them,  as  I  have  been  to  you.  The  world  will 
judge  of  this  hereafter  ;  but  perhaps  it  may  not  be  an  improper  hint 
to  give  you  in  this  place  that  more  may  reasonably  be  expected  from 
you,  as  you  will  have  a  better  estate  than  my  father  or  I  ever  had, 
and  that  free  from  the  expense  of  building,  and  many  other  charge- 
able articles  all  which  you  will  find  ready  done  to  your  hands.  But 
is  my  justice  and  honour  in  question  with  you  on  another  account  ? 
And  are  you  offended  with  me  that  I  have  provided  too  well  for  your 
brother  John  ?  The  first  answer  to  this  is  that  neither  my  father 
nor  grandfather  did  less  for  the  younger  son  of  the  family ;  and  I 
would  have  you  acquiesse  in  what  your  ancestors  have  thought 
prudent  to  do.  I  have  followed  their  example  as  you  ought. 
Besides  let  me  give  you  a  second  answer.  The  ;{^400  a  year  I  gave 
your  brother  on  his  marriage  was  in  consequence  of  my  promise  to 
your  father  when  I  provided  a  wife  for  you  who  otherwise  would 
not  have  given  you  his  estates  of  Crew  and  Farndon ;  and  for  these 
estates  therefore  you  are  entirely  obliged  to  me  ;  and  it  seems  very 
strange  you  should  want  to  be  put  right  in  that,  by  which  you  have 
been  so  much  a  gainer.     Enough  on  this  head. 

As  to  your  reasons  for  not  removing  to  Oulton,  I  am  sorry  to 
say  they  appear  to  me  as  weak  as  your  conditions,  if  you  had 
complied  with  my  request  are  unreasonable.  Your  circumstances 
are  well  known  to  me,  and  without  entering  into  particulars,  I  may 
venture  to  tell  you  a  truth,  that  you  have  a  better  income  by  ^TfO 
a  year  than  your  father  ever  had  including  both  his  temporal  and 
spiritual  estate  ;  and  to  make  this  assertion  stronger,  I  will  oblige 
myself  to  give  it  you  if  you  think  fit,  during  my  life,  and  to  live 
better  than  your  father  did  will  not  be  necessary,  nor  by  anybody 
expected  from  you,  whenever  you  shall   condescend   to  remove   to 
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Oulton.  He,  you  know,  laid  out  a  great  deal  of  money  in  building, 
had  four  daughters  to  breed  up,  and  three  sons  at  the  most  expensive 
schools,  you  afterwards  at  Oxford  and  in  travelling  abroad  ;  add  to 
this  what  your  brother  Rowland  cost  him  at  the  university :  and 
notwithstanding  these  great  outgoings  ;  and  keeping  a  better  house 
than  most  gentlemen  in  Cheshire  he  was  able  at  his  death  to  leave 
his  widow,  in  land  and  money,  sufficient  to  maintain  her  handsomely 
and  to  keep  a  coach  and  six  horses,  which  her  jointure  of  ^^200  a  year 
could  not  do.  For  shame  therefore  ;  dont  complain  of  your  circum- 
stances, I  can  not  so  easily  be  imposed  upon.  If  you  had  a  concealed 
reason  from  your  wifes  disinclination  to  quit  the  place  where  you 
are,  or  an  aversion  in  her  to  live  here,  it  would  have  been  right 
and  just  in  her  to  have  declared  such  a  disposition  before  your 
marriage  ;  and  if  she  had  declared  it  she  should  never  have  been 
your  wife  if  I  could  have  prevented  it,  which  you  can  not  but 
know  was  in  my  power  to  have  done;  and  that  it  would  not  have 
been  disagreeable  to  you  at  that  time.  The  terms  you  would  have 
stipulated  with  me  are  such  as  ought  to  be  continued  by  me.  How- 
ever, take  this  short  answer.  As  for  your  insisting  on  the  furniture 
of  the  house  at  Oulton  being  ascertained  to  you  at  my  death,  you 
might  have  trusted  to  my  generosity  if  you  had  gratefully  remembered 
so  much  past  kindness  from  me,  the  continuance  of  which  you  had 
no  reason  to  doubt.  And  as  to  the  other,  the  giving  to  you  a 
power  to  raise  out  of  my  estate  what  you  might  pretend  to  run 
out,  could  you  be  in  earnest  when  you  made  such  a  demand  ?  and 
would  you  in  effect  take  from  me  all  power  over  that  little  I  have 
left  unsettled  when  you  could  not  but  know  me  to  be  in  debt  ?  I 
must  not  forget  to  take  notice  of  another  charge  you  have  made 
on  me,  which  is  my  refusing  Lord  Barrymore's  arbitration 
when  we  did  not  agree  on  the  value  of  the  lands  about  Oulton  which 
you  were  to  take  of  me  in  case  you  had  removed  here.  You 
lay  some  stress  on  this,  but  the  truth  is,  though  I  seemed  to  decline 
referring  it  to  L''  Barrymore  in  the  presence  of  M''  Henshall, 
yet  you  know  before  we  parted  I  gave  you  my  reasons  for  it;  which 
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were  that  my  lord  had  previously  been  acquainted  with  my  proposals 
to  you,  the  value  I  set  on  the  lands,  and  that  he  approved  of  it,  and 
thought  you  could  not  refuse  complying ;  and  I  am  still  ready  to 
refer  the  whole  to  his  Lordship.  Have  you  not  on  this  occasion 
been  guilty  of  a  misrepresentation,  I  am  loth  to  say  a  wilful  one  ? 
But  for  this  and  everything  else  I  forgive  you.  As  a  Christian  I 
pray  for  your  prosperity.  May  your  honour  and  justice  never  be 
in  question.  And  may  you  always  remember  to  support  the  credit 
of  the  Egerton  family,  as  I  have  done  ;  but  you  may  forget,  if  you 
please,  how  much  I  have  been 

Your  kindest  friend  and  most 
^  affectionate  Uncle 

{Nov.  i\3i  ?)  (John  Egerton.) 

I   forbear  to   mention  your  refusing  to  join  with  me  in  a  poor 
lease  of  ^60  p'  ann"'  because  the  world  will  scarcely  believe  it. 


A  short  summary  of  the  civilities  you  have  received  from  me : 

1^'.  Obtaining  for  you  Oulton  demesne  during  the  life  of  your 
father,  in  case  he  had  survived  me,  and  the  abovementioned 
advantages  from  your  father  at  your  marriage. 

2""^.  Settling  upon  you  many  hundred  pounds  a  year  which  it 
was  in  my  power  to  have  disposed  of  as  I  pleased.  And 
giving  you  up  ^^400  a  year  of  my  estate  when  the  interest 
ofthe;^4,ooo  I  received  amounted  only  to  j^i6o  a  year, 
and  thereby  I  was  out  of  pocket  ^^240  a  year. 

3""^.  Giving  up  not  only  a  power  I  had  by  my  own  marriage 
settlement  of  charging  all  the  entailed  estate  with  a  jointure 
of  ^^700  p"^  ann""  for  any  future  wife  I  should  marry  ;  but 
all  other  powers. 
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4*''''.  Obtaining  Crew  and  Farndon  for  you  from  your  father 
upon  my  engaging  to  give  your  brother  John  an  equivalent 
for  these  estates,  wrhich  I  have  done. 

jthiy_  i^j^g  many  thousand  pounds  I  have  laid  out  in  the  house 
and  gardens  at  Oulton. 

6"''5'.  Advancing  the  estate  which  will  descend  to  you  at  my 
death,  ;^50O  a  year,  as  will  appear  by  comparing  my  father's 
rental  with  mine. 

^thi,  Offering  you  the  enjoyment  of  Oulton  and  of  all  my  ex- 
penses there,  in  my  life  time. 

gthi.v_  Offering  two  sessions  of  Parliament  to  procure  an  act 
to  confirm  whatever  might  be  defective  in  the  settlement. 

9*'y,  Advancing  Darley  by  the  purchase  of  one  hundred  pounds 
per  ann". 

Surely  these  civilities  deserved  a  better  return  from  you,  than 
your  refusal  to  join  with  me  in  a  lease  of  ^^60  per  ann"' ;  and  for 
want  of  your  consent  which  I  solicited  a  year  and  a  half,  I  am 
obliged  to  let  it  for  £s^.  If  you  show  as  great  civilities  as  these  to 
your  nephews,  may  you  meet  with  more  gratitude  from  them. 
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Bills  for  Ducks  and  Pigeons. 
Philip  Egerton,  Esq^,  D'  to  Joshua  Brookes,  Holborn. 

Feb.  4.th,  1772. 


2  Whistling  Ducks 
A  pair  of  Roan  ditto     .  . 
2  Basketts  of  Corn 
March    2  Dun  Birds      .  . 

Basketts  do.    .  . 

Box  of  American  Seeds 


4     4 


3     3 


R"*  May  12,  1772. 

Philip  Egerton,  Esq^,  D'  to  Joshua  Brookes,  New  Road, 

.    .,  Tottenham  Court. 

^/.n/21,  1777. 


A  pair  of  Jacks 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
3  Silk  Fowls 
3  Cape  Geese 

2  White  Pheasants 
Coops  Corn  &c. 

3  Greenland  Geese 
Coops  Corn  &c 


Nunns 

Ermine  Tumblers 
Yellow        Do. 
Trumpeter  Do. 
Silk  Pigeons     .  . 
Spott    do. 
Turbetts 


3     3     o 

10    ID      O 

330 

I       4      O 
440 

8     o 
31     o     o 


Finis. 
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No.  XI. 

Extracts  from  the  Registers  of  the  Parish  of  Little 
Budworth. 

1563.  Obitus  Philippi  Egertonis  militis  fuit  17°  die  Julii,  vid5 
in  festo  Kenelmi  regis  et  martiris,  anno  Doin  1563,  ac 
sepultus  erat  in  die  Mercurii  proxime  sequentis. 

1567.  3°  die  Novembris  Diia  Elenora  Egerton  obiit,  ac  sexto 
die  Novembris,  proxime  sequent®  sepulta  fuit. 

1574.  28°  die  Julii   Phillippus  Egerton  natus    erat,  filius   Johis 

Egerton   mil   ar®,   et   Margaretae  uxoris  eius  bapt    fuit 
30°  die  Julii  proxime  sequentis. 

1575.  26°  die  Novembris  Francisca  Egerton,  filia  Johis  Egerton, 

ar®,  et   Margaretae  uxoris  eius   nata  erat,   et   bapt  fuit 

28°  die  eidem  mensis  Novembris. 
[576-7.  4°  die  Martii  Margareta  Egerton,  filia  Johis  Egerto  arm, 

et  Margaretae  uxoris  eius  nata  erat,  et  octavo  die  eiusdem 

mensis  bapt  erat. 
1577-8.  23°  die   Februarii  Elizabetha  Egerton,  filia  Johis  Egerton 

ariii,  et  Margaretas  uxoris  eius  nata  erat,  ac  baptizata 

erat  primo  die  Martii  proxime  sequent^. 

1579.  6°  die  Aprilis  Maria  Egerton,   filia    Johis  Egerton    arifl, 

et  Margaretae    uxoris   eius    bapt    fuit ;    sed   nata  2"  die 

Aprilis. 
I  581.   3°  die  Julii  Johes  Edgerton,  filius  Johis  Edgerton  armigeri, 

et  Margaretae  uxoris  eius    bapt  fuit,   atq  natus    primo 

mensis  Julii  p^dic®. 
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1582.   1 9"  die   Decembris  Petrus   Egerton,  filius  Johis  Egerton 
arm,   et    Margareta    uxoris    eius    bapt    fuit,  sed   natus 
septimo  die. 
1584.   6°  die  Septembris  Katrena  Egerton,  filia  Johis  Egerto  ar®., 
et  Margaretae  uxoris  eius  bapt  fuit,  sed  nata  fuit  secundo 
die  Septembris  p^dic®. 
15^6-7.   8"   die  Januarii  Elizabetha    Egerton,  filia  Johis   Egerton 
armig®.,  et  Margaretae  uxoris  eius  bapt  fuit. 
1590.  9°  die  Julii  Ricardus  Egerton,  filius  Johis  Egerto.  ar.,  et 
Margaretae  uxoris  eius  bapt  fuit,  natus  quato  die. 
1 590-1.   20"    die    Februarii    Ricus  Egerton,   filius  Johis  E.  arm®, 
et  Margaretae  uxoris  eius  sepultus  fuit. 
1592.   11°  die  Septembris  Phillippus  Egerton,  filius  et  heres  Johanis 
Egerto  et  Magatae  uxoris  sepultus  fuit. 
1597-8.   12°  die   Februarii    Margareta  Edgerton    uxor    Johis  ar®., 
sepulta  fuit,  sed  decedit  secundo  die  mensis. 
1656.  John    Egerton,    sonne    of  Phillipe    Egerton,    of    Oulton, 
Esq'%  and  Kathrein  his  wife,  borne  May  y'  eight. 
1657-8.  The    3'*    day    of   Ffebruary    M".    Charles    Egerton    was 
buried. 
The   27""   of  January  Sibila  Egerton,  daughter  of  Phillip 
Egerton,  of  Oulton,  Esq'%  by  Katherin  his  wife,  was 
borne.     She  was  baptized  the  if""  day  of  February. 
1658-9.  The    8"'    of   March   Sibilla   Edgerton,  daughf   of  Phillip 
Edgerton  of  Oulton,  Esq''',  and  Katherine  his  wife,  was 
buryed. 
1659.  The  23"^  of  June,  1659,  Phillip  Edgerton,  sonne  of  Phillip 
Edgerton,  of  Oulton,  Esq",  and  Katherine  his  wife  was 
baptized. 
The  25"'  of  June  Phillip  Edgerton  was  buried. 


i66o.  The  27"'  of  September  Bridget  Edgerton,  daughter  of  Sir 
Phillip  Edgerton  and  Lady  Katharine  his  wife,  was 
baptized. 

1662.  The  9"'  day  of  June  Phillip   Egerton,  sonne  of  Sir  Phillip 

PLgerton  and  Lady  Kathrine  his  wife,  was  borne,  and 
baptized  June  the  26"'  day. 

1663.  The   22''  of  September,    1663,   Mary,   the  daughf"  of  Sir 

Philip   Egerton,   by  the  Lady    Katheren   his  wife,  was 

borne,  and  baptized  the  8""  of  Octob'. 
1665.  April  3,   1665,  Jane,  daughf  of  S'  Phillip  Egerton,  K'., 

by  Dame  Katherine  his  wife,  was  borne,  and  baptized 

May  the  23''. 
June    3,  Jane,   daughter   of  S'   Phillip   Egerton,   K'.,   by 

Dame  Katherine  his  wife,  deced.,  and  was  bury**. 
1667.  November   the    10"'    Bridget    Egerton,    daughter    of    Sir 

Phillip    Egerton,    by   Dame    Katherine    his    wife,    was 

buryed. 
168 1.  May  23''  Richard  Bulkley,  y'  eldest  son  of  Lord  Bulkley 

of  Ben  Morris,  was  married  to  Mary  Egerton,  y'  only 

daughter  of  S'  Philip  Egerton  of  Olton. 

1694.  July  y'  21"  Phillip,  sonne  of  M"  Phillip  Egerton,  by  M'' 

Ffrances    his    wife,   was    borne,   and    baptized   August 
the  II'^ 

1695.  November  y'  9"'  Bridgitt,  daughter  of  M'"  PhiUip  Egerton, 

by  M"  Ffrances  his  wife,  was  borne,  and  baptized  y' 
19'"  day  of  November  aforesaid. 
1696-7.  Ffebruary  y^  27"'  John  Egerton,  sonne  of  M"  Phillip 
Egerton,  by  Mrs.  Ffrances  his  wife,  was  borne,  and 
baptized  y*^  16*  day  of  March. 
1698.  August  the  15"'  S"'  Phillip  Egerton  was  buryed.  Kn. 
Batch^ 
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1706-7.  January  the  9"'  Lady  Katherine  Egerton  of  Oulton  was 
buryed. 

1707.  August  y'  ao"'  Kathleen,  daughter  of  M"'  Phillip  Egerton, 
by  Ffrancis  his  wife,  was  buryed. 

1 7 14.  August  the  14""  Elizabeth  Egerton,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Phillip  Egerton,  by  Mrs.  Ffrancis  his  wife,  was 
buryed. 

1726-7.  March  y^  6"'  Docicter  Egerton  of  Assbury  was  buryed. 

1727.  October  y^  6""  M"^'  Egerton,  wife  to  Mr.  John  Egerton  of 
Oulton,  was  buryed  (Elizabeth,  d.  of  Viscount  Chol- 
mondeley  of  Kells). 

1732-3.  Jan.  y°  2''  M"'!  John  Egerton  of  Oulton,  Esq'  was  buryed. 

1738.  Dec.  y'  i"  M"  Frances  Egerton,  widdowe  to  Doctor 
Egerton  of  Assbury,  was  buryed  heare. 

1738-9.  Januaryy^  17"'  M"^  Richard  Pulson  and  M"  Mary  Egerton 
were  married  bye  Lycense  from  the  Courte. 

1744-5.  January  y^  11"'  Mr.  Rowland  Egerton  was  buryed. 

1756.  July  the  23"'  M"  Eliz.  Egerton,  the  wife  of  John  Egerton 
of  Brockston,  was  buried. 

1762.  June  y^  11"'  M'  John  Egerton,  Jun^  from  Broxton, 
Chester,  was  buried. 

June  14"' M"'^  Francis  Egerton,  the  wife  of  Phillip  Egerton, 
Esq"  of  Olton,  was  buried. 

1766.  Oct.  y"  3"*  Philip  Egerton  of  Oulton,  Esq",  was  buried. 

1768.  Dec"  y^  8'"  Sibella  Ann  Egerton,  the  daughter  of  Philhp 

Egerton,  Esq",  of  Oulton  Park,  by  Mrs.  Mary  his  wife, 
was  born,  and  baptized  January  the  11"',  1769. 

1769.  Feb'  y"  15"'  Sibella  Ann  Egerton  was  buried. 
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1770-   Pel'-  y'   2''  was  born  William,  the  son  of  Phillip  Egerton, 
Esq"',  of  Oulton  Park,  by  M"  Mary  his  wife,  and  bap- 
tized April  y''  iS"',  1770. 
May  the  25""  M"'  John  Egerton,  from  Broxton,  was  buried. 

1771.  Miss  Eliza  Egerton  was  born  January  y'  24"",  and  baptiz"* 

April  y  29"'.      She  is  the  daughter  of  Phillip  Egerton, 
Esq"''",  by  M".  Mary  his  wife. 

1772.  May  y"  23''  Miss  Mary  Egerton,  the  daughter  of  Phillip 

Egerton,  Esq",  by   M''''  Mary  his  wife,  was  born,  and 
baptized  August  y"  24'". 
1774.  June  y"  5""  was  born  Charles  Bulkley  Egerton,  the  son  of 
Phillip    Egerton,    Esq'^'',   by    M''    Mary    his    wife,    and 
baptized   Sept.  y"  19'". 

1777.  Feb.  y"  3'',  1777,  Thomas,  the  son  of  Philip  Egerton,  by 

M"  Mary  his  wife,  was  born,  and  baptized  December  y'' 
30"\  1777. 

1778.  March   the  9"'  Rowlant,   the   son    of  Phillip  Egerton    of 

Olton,   Esq",   by   M"   Mary  his   wife,  was   born,   and 
baptized   July  the   11'". 

1779.  April  the   i6'*'  Frances,  the  daughter  of  Phillip  Egerton, 

Esq",   by  M''=   Mary   which  she    had,   was    born,   and 
baptized  June  the  28"',  1779. 

1781.  May  the   21^'  Sebelow    (Sibilla),   the  daughter    of  Phillip 

Egerton,  Esq",  by  M"   Mary  his  wife,  was  baptized, 
and  born  December  the  14"',  1780. 

1782.  David  de  Malpas  Robert,  son  of  Philip  Egerton,  by  Mary 

his  wife,  was  born  July  10"',  baptized  the   17""  of  Sept. 
1782. 

1783.  Nov.  the  19"'  M'^  Frances  Egerton  was  buried. 

1786.  May    the    15'"    Phillip   Egerton,   Esq'",   was  buried   from 
Wailsey. 
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1792-  January  the  24"'  Charles  Leicester,  Esq.,  of  the  Parish  of 
Great  Budworth,  and  Mary  Egerton  of  the  Parish  of 
Little  Budworth,  were  married. 

1792.  June  the  5"'  John  Delves  Broughton,  Esq.,  of  the  Parish 
of  Wybunbury,  and  Eliza  Egerton,  of  the  Parish  of 
Little  Budworth,  were  married. 

1821.  Dec.  19""  Mary  Egerton,  daughter  of  Francis  Haskin  Eyles 
Styles,  and  Sibilla  his  wife,  of  Moor  Park,  Hertford- 
shire, was  buried,  aged  78. 

1825.  June  the  S'*"  John  Grey  Egerton,  Bart.,  was  buried, 
aged  59. 

1829.  December  the   ig*  The  Reverend  Philip  Grey  Egerton, 

Bart.,  of  Oulton  Hall,  was  buried,  aged  62. 

1830.  August  23''  Lady  Maria  Relict  of  Sir  John  Grey  Egerton, 

Bart.,  was  buried. 

1833.  July  25""  Philip  le  Belward,  son  of  Sir  Philip  de  Malpas 

Grey  Egerton,  Bart.,  and   Anna   Elizabeth,   was  bap- 
tized. 

1834.  August  22'^  Anna  Mary  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Philip 

de  Malpas  Grey  Egerton,  B',  and  Anna  Elizabeth,  was 
baptized. 

1835.  February   5'"   Fanny   Sarah   Egerton  Madely  was    buried, 

aged   15. 
August    6"'    Eglantine    Egerton     Madeley    was     buried, 
aged  17. 

1836.  Sept.  28""  Cecely  Louisa,  daughter  of  Sir  Philip  de  Malpas 

Grey    Egerton,    B',    and    Anna    Elizabeth,  was    bap- 
tized. 
1839.   May  13""  Rebecca  Catherine  Egerton  Westhall  was  buried, 
aged  17. 
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April    4"'   Rowland,   son    of  Sir    Philip  de   Malpas    Grey 
Egerton,  B',  and  Anna  Elizabeth,  was  baptized. 
1855.  July  5"'  Charles  Du  Pre  Egerton  was  buried,  aged  46. 
1859.  February    4""    Randulph    John,    son    of    Henry    Reginald 

Corbet,  and  Anna  Mary  Elizabeth,  was  baptized. 
1870.  June  6"'  Violet  Edith  Grey,  daughter  of  Philip  le  Belward 
Egerton  and  Henrietta  Elizabeth  Sophia,  was  baptized. 
June  17  Rebecca  Grey  Egerton,  Knolton  Hall,  was  buried, 
aged  90. 


CORHECl'IOXS  AND   ADDITIONS. 

Fedigree,/or  Jorneth  de  Hutton  read  Jerworth  de  Hulton. 
Page  i6,  line  24, /or  eighteenth  rw,/ sixteenth. 

18,  note, /or  viii.  read  ix, 

23,  line  I, /or  Catherine  read  Frances. 

26,    „     2S,  for  ijll  read  1-J20. 

^It    M     3>  3"^  '"  Hed)gree,/or  Sarah  read  Anne. 

„     „     16,  hefore  Philip  ™«/  The  Rev.,/or  Esq.  imerr  D.D. 

„      „     Z1,for  1738  r«ai/  1732. 
28,    „       5,  for  Hinkley  read  Welford. 

„      „     12,  after  there,  wserr  Sir  Chailes  died  in  1857. 

„     „     18,  after  Baronet,  insert  He  died  in  1846. 

„     „    22, /or  Tompliinson  rMt/Tomkinson. 

„      „     23,  for  1847  read  1S54. 

30,  „      4, /or  water-colours  reaii  crayons. 

31,  „      3,  omit  early. 
,,     ,,      4,  for  forty-eight  read  fifty-four. 

36,  at  the  end  add  Sir  Philip  married,  in  1804,  Rebecca  daughter 
Josias  Du  Pre,  of  Wilton  Park,  Bucks,  Esq.,  and  died 
1829,  leaving  a  numerous  family. 

66,  line  13, /or  1631  'wi  1731. 

72,    „     I2,/v  Mrs.  John  read  Mr.  John. 
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